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For Readei^s of a loatur^ age aod judgment, 
there exe so many escqellent Treatiftes &ai tb/» 
Evidences of the Christian Religioa already 
published^ that it is perfectly needless to add 
to their nmnber ;. but it appeared to me, t^at 
there. wa& l9ti^ waiting somethil^ in e. sborterj^ 
a cheaper^ a moce methodical a^d fa^iiliar 
t^m^f fov thQ»e wbo^ have jju^.reQeivcd Con- 
FiKM^T^ON. Th^ aeem^ to he the prop^e^t 
period fc^ co^uonnif^tiDg to, young {^p)e 
tb€» chief grounds of th^;r Uit\ ^xxi h^yixigtbe 
f(»undationa of « finn belief in the Qhnatim 
Revelation; leaving it to. then]uselve3 t^ ed^ 
\o these, primary evidences which reason fur- 
nishes in favour of Christianity, those further 
prQO& of its trutli, /which I t^ust t^ey will 
hereafter derive frpnj rtiU higher wd^^ett^ 

A 2 ^urce^ ; 
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sources ; from an intimate acquaintance with 
the Sacred Writings ; from the illuminating 
and sanctifying influences of the Holy Spirit 
upon their understandings and their hearts^ 
and from thie conviction, which I hope they 
will hereafter have, of the divine efficacy of 
the Gospel in purifying their affections, in 
remedying the disorders of their corrupt na- 
ture^ and in communicating to them those 
two invaluable blessings. Peace of Conscience, 
and UoliQess of life. 

In a concern of such infinite importance, 
DO species of evidence ought to be discou- 
raged, depreciated, or withheld. And at this 
tiaie more particularly, when new Compen- 
dioms of Infidelity, and new Libels on Chris- 
tianity are dispersed continually, with indefa- 
tigable industry, through every part of the 
kingdom, and every class of the community *> 
it seems highly expedient to meet these hostile 

attempts 

* See the Report of the Committee of the 
House of Lords, respecting Treasonable Societies, 
&c. 1799. 
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Attempts with publications of an opposite 
tendency, arid to fortify the minds of those 
who are just entering into the world, by plaiJEi 
and concise statements of the principal argu- 
ments in favour %( Christianity, against tiie 
efforts that will be made to mislead thdr 
judgments, corrupt their principles, and shake 
their belief in the Grospel of Christ. 

With a view therefore of fulfilling this 
duty towards the Youth more immediately 
under my care, I have drawn up the following 
little Tract for the use of those principally who 
have been lately confiumed in the Diocese 
of London. My chief object has been to col- 
lect together into one view, and to compress 
together in a ilarrow compass, all the most 
forcible arguments for the truth of our Reli- 
gion, which are to be found in our best writers, 
with the addition of such observations of my 
own as occurred to me in the prosecution of 
the Work. All these I have classed under a 
few short, clear, distinct Propositions ; an aA 
rangement which I have always found most 
convenient for the instruction of youth, and 

best 



VI P R B F A C E. 

best calculated to as&ist their memories, to 
xoaike strong and duraUe impressions on their 
uaclerstandings, and to render the important 
truths of religion most easy to be compre- 
hended and retained in their minds. After 
ihiSf I would recommend it to my young 
Rjeaders, as they advance ia life, to have re- 
course to Dr. Paley's most masterly work on 
the Evidences of Christianity, and several 
ether excellent and well-known Treatii^s on 
the ^ame subj^ect, to which this Uttle book 
was meant only as a kind of Elementary 
Isljroduction. 

I MUST however warn my young disciples, 
ihat when they have, by the course of reading 
Ipiero suggested, arrived at a f«ill convicticm of 
the Divine Origin of the Christian Religion, 
^bjey must" not imagine that Uieir task is 
finished, and that nothing^ more is required at 
their hands. The most important psurt of 
their business still remains to be accomphshed. 
After being satisfied that the Christian Reli- 
gion comes from God, their next step is to 
inquire carefully. what that Religion is, what 

the 
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the doctrines are which it requires to 4)6 be^ 
tievedy and what the duties which it requhnA 
to be performed. For this purpose it wmf 
be useful for them to begin with Oastrel^s 
Christian Institutes, and Archbishop Secket-s 
Lectures on the Church Catechism. • In 'the 
first they will find the Doctrines and Duties 
of the Christian Religion ranged under their 
proper heads in the very words of Scripture, 
and in the other they will see most of them 
clearly and concisely explained by a most 
able, pious, and judicious Divine. After this 
they may proceed to study the Scriptures 
themselves, and .more particularly the New 
Testament, with the assistance of Dr. Whitby's 
Commentary, or Dr. Doddridge's Family Ex- 
positor, to which they should add some of the 
Sermons of our best divines. Bishop Taylor> 
Barrow, Sheriock and Seeker. 

When they have thus learnt what Chris- 
tianity is, and what it demands from them, 
they will feel it to be their indispensable duty 
(as it is unquestionably their truest interest) 
to believe implicitly all the doctrines, and 

obey 
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obey with cheerfulness all the commands of 
their Maker and Redeemer; to sacrifice to 
them^ and to their own future eternal welfare, 
all their corrupt passions and irregular -desires, 
to preserve themselves unspotted from the 
world, aad to implore the assistance of Divine 
Grace, co-operating with their own most ear* 
nest endeavours, to render their belief in the 
Gk)spel efiectual to the sanctification of their 
hearts, the regulation of their lives, and the 
salvation of their souls.. 

I HAVE only to add, that although this little 
Treatise is designed principally ■ for the In- 
struction of Youth, yet considered as a kind 
of recapitulation of the Evidences of Chrfli^ 
tianity, it may be found of some use to per- 
sons of a more mature age, by refreshing their 
memories, and bringing back to their recol- 
lection those proofs of their Religion, which 
they have formerly read in larger and more 
elaborate works, and which they will here see 
brought together into one point of view. 
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SUMMARY 

or THC 

Principal evidences 

FOR THE 

TRUTH AND DIVINE ORIGIN 

0» tHB 

CHRISTIAN REVELATION. 



'THHE method I intend to pursue in this 
**• Treatise, is to present to my young Readers 
the fbllowing^ Series of Propositions, and 
then to prove distinctly the truth of each. 

I. From considering the state of the hea« 
then world, before the appearance of our Lord 
upon earth, it is evident that there was ah 

B absolute 
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absolute necessity for a revelation of God^s 
will, and, of course, a great probability be- 
forehand that such a. revelation would be 

4 

granted* 

II. At the very time when there was a 
general expectation in the world of some 
extraordinary personage making his appear- 
ance in it, a person called J^sui^ Christ did 
actually appean upon earth, asserting that he 
was the Son of God, and that be was sent from 
heaven to teach mankind true religion ; and he 
did accordingly found a religion, which from 
hiJQi was caUed the.; Christian Religion, and 
which hsts been professed by great numbers 
of people from that time to the present. 

« 

III. The books of the New Testament 
were written by those persons to whom they 
are ascribed^ and contain a faithful history 
of Christ jond. his religion:; and the account 

there 



tWe, giv?A. of. both, mw^y l^iisecwely^relifHl 
^pon as strictly true% 

ly. TH!E^Stmptwes ictfitfae:Qld Tjestam^nt 
<wbi/?b are coimeeted wi&.tboBft of tbd .New) 
iMTQ tbe geouim writii^ of those jriiosd namea 
they; bear;s and: give. ai^teueiAcoPunt of thft 
Mosaicf ..disfi^satioi^ of ibe iitt9torical\£a.Gt8, 

the divine commands, the moral precepts^ 

« 

^d the prcipbeoiea which they, ooptain. 

V,, TmiB.diaxacter of Qirist^ aairapcesented 
m Ui0 gofipak, . affords very strong, groimd for 
believing 4hat he waa a .divine, person. 

■ 

VI. The sublimity of his doctrines, and the 
pmify'tif bid moiail pr^^pts^ confirm this belief. 

u iVU. Thb. rapid, and succaasiid pcopagation 
tf>:^ifiug0apfll ^by the ^ first iteapherd of it, 
through a large part of the world, is a. proof 

^ a that 
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that they were favoured with divine assistance 
and support. 

VIIL A comparison betwixt Christ and 
Mahomet^ and their respective religions^ lead& 
u& to conclude^ that as the religion of the 
latter was confessedly the invention of man, 
that of the former was derived from God. 

IX. The predictions delivered by the an^ 
cient prophets^ and fulfilled in our Saviour, 
show that he was the Messiah expected by 
the Jews, and that he came into the world 
by divine appointment, to be the great De* 
liverer and Redeemer of mankind. 

X. The prophecies, delivered by ottr Sa-^ 
viour himself, prove that he was endued ^ith 
the foreknowledge of future events, which 
belongs only to Ood, and to those inspired 
by him. 

XI. The 
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XL The miracles performed by our Lord 
demonstrate him to have possessed divine 
power. 

XIL The resurrection of our Lord from 
the dead; is a fact fully proved by the clearest 
evidence, and is the se^ and confirmation of 
his divinity^ and of the truth of his religion. 

THESE are the several points I shall 
undertake to prove in the follovidng pages : 
and if these are clearly made out^ there can 
be nothing more wanting to satisfy every 
reasonable man^ that the Christian Religion 
is a true jElevelation from God. 



B3 
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PROPOSITION I. 

From considering the state of the 
heathen world, before the appear- 
ANCE OF OtJR tORD JX'^Otf £AtlTHv IT IS 
*VIDtNT rrHAt TH£R£ WAS AN ABSOLUTE 
NBCES&ITY FOR A DIVINE REVELATION 
OF GOQ^S WILL, AND, OF COURSE, A GREAT 
PROBABILITY BEFOREHAND, THAT SUCH 
A REVELATION WOULD BE GRANTED. 



1^1* »i 



THEY who var^ acquainted with ancient 
kistoiy, knx>w pei&ctl^ well that there is no 
one. iact taore. certain and more notorious 
than ' l3iis.: That for man;f age» before our 
Saviour appeared upon earth, and at the time 
he actually did appear, the whole heathen 
world, even the politest and most civilized, 
.and most learned nations, were, with a very 
few exceptions, sunk in the most deplorable 
ignorance of every thing relating to God, and 
to religion; the gro9sest superstition and 

idolatry. 
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idolairyy and in the most abominable corrup- 
tion and depravity of manners. They neither 
understood the true nature o{ Qod, nor the 
attributes and perfections which belong to 
him^ nor the worship that was acceptable to 
him, nor the moral duties which he required 
from his creatures ; nor had they any cka^ 
notions or firm belief of the immortality of the 
soul^ and a state of rewards and punishments 
in another Hfe. They believed the world to 
be wAtt the direction of a vast multitude of 
gods and goddesses^ to whom they ascribed 
the worst passiona and the worst vices that 
ever . disgraced human nature. They wor-r 
shipped also dead men and women, birds 
and beasts, insects and reptiles (especially, that 
most odious and disgusting reptile the serpent) 
together with an infinite number of idols,, the 
work of their own hands, from various meir 
terials, gold> silver, wood, and stone. With 

B 4 respect 
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respect to their own conduct^ they were almost 
universally addicted to the most shocking and 
abominable vices : even many of their solemn 
religious ceremonies and acts- of devotion 
were scenes of the grossest sensuality and 
licentiousness* Others of them were attended 
with the most savage and cruel superstitions^ 
and sometimes even with human sacrifices. 

^- The description given of the ancient Pagans 
by St. Paul, in the first chapter of his epistk 
to the Romans, is strictly and literally true — 
" They were filled with all imrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, un- 
cleanness, maliciousness; full of envy, mur- 
der, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 
backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
bosj^ters, inventers of evil things ; disobedient 
to parents, without understanding, covenant- 
breakers, without natural affection, implacable, 
. UPWeifciful," 

These 
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These are not the mere general declama- 
tions of a pious man against the wickedness 
of the times; they are faithful and exact 
pictures of the manners of the age^ and they 
are fully and amply confirmed by contem- 
porary heathen writers. Hiey are applied 
also to a people, highly civilized, ingenious, 
learned, and celebrated for their proficiency 
in all liberal arts and sciences. What, then, 
must have been the depravity of the most 
barbarous nations, when such were the morals 
of the most polite and virtuous ? 

There were, it is true, among all the an- 
cient nations, and especially among the Greeks 
and Romans, some wise and comparatively 
good men, called philosophers, who had juster 
potions of morality and religion than the rest 
of the world, and preserved themselves to a 
certain degree unpolluted by the general 

B 5 corruption 
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-oQvnifitiDiif tif the tmes. - But )tbeAe were ftrr in 
yi ' u^iifl l fa y to th^ gmut bidfc of mankind^ and 
wef8^ufteily*«iiftbl^ to produce* any icoisisrider>- 
tlM tAifsnigb in the prevaiMng principles and 
maHnesB ^^f their coontiyioen. \ They them*- 
aelvBft'hadbut vsery imperfectrwd ^rroaeous 
ADtixms respeetiti^ thie luaubur^ asid fttthlmtai of 
Ood> flie^worahip he reqmred^ the dutiea and 
^ligsMfiour of.inorality^ Idle: method iof GodV 
^jmrmsg idie urodld, hk design in creiEEting 
ma ubiu d ^^the. oarigiiwl dignity of human nature^ 
the state of corrufrtadnondil^iraTOtjirdnto which 
it afterwards fell ; the particular mode of di- 
vine interposition iieeestoaary for the/ recorery of 
the luiman race ; the> means of regaining, the 
favour of tiieir offended Maker^ and the glo^ 
jious end to which :Qodmtendied;finaUy totscmh 
duct diem; Even with reaped to those gfW 
and important doctrines above mentioned, fiie 
immortality of the soul, the reality of a future 

state. 
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state, aad the distributioQ of rewards and pu- 
nishmenta hereafter, they were full of doubts^ 
uncertainty, and hesitation; and rather ar- 
dently wished and hoped for, than confidently 
expected and believed them. But even what 
they did know with any degree of clearness 
and certainty, they either would not coudef- 
seend, or wanted the ability, to render plain and 
intelligible to the lower orders of the people. 
They were destitute also of proper authority 
to enforce the virtues they recommended ; they 
had no motives to propose, powerful enough 
to overrule strong temptations and corrupt 
incUnations: their own example, instead of 
recommending their precepts, tended to coun* 
teract them ; for it was generally (even in the 
very best of them) in direct opposition to their 
doctrines.; and the detestable vices to which 
many of them were addicted, entirely de« 
•troyed the efficacy of what they taught. 

B 6 Above 
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Above all, they were destitute of those 
awful sanctions of religion, which are the most 
effectual restraints on the passions and vices of 
mankind, and the most powerful incentives tp 
virtue — ^the rewards and punishments of a 
future state, which form so essential and im- 
portant a part of the Christian dispensation. 

There was therefore a plain and absolute 
necessity for a divine revelation, to rescue man- 
kind from that gulf of ignorance, superstition, 
idolatry, wickedness, and misery, in which 
they were almost universally sunk; to teach 
them in what manner, and with what kind of 
external service God might most acceptably 
be worshipped, and what expiation he would 
accept for sin; to give them a full assurance of 
a future state and a future judgment ; to make 
the whole doctrine of rebgion clear and ob- 
vious^ to all capacities ;. to add weight and 

authority 
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authority to the plainest precepts, and to fur- 
nish men with extraordinary and supernatural 
assistance, to enable them to overcome the 
corruptions of their nature. And since it was 
also plainly worthy of God, and consonant to 
all our ideas of his goodness, mercy, and com- 
passion to the work of his own hands, that he 
should thus enlighten, and assist, and direct 
the creatures he had made, there was evidently 
w much ground to expect that such information 
and assistance would be granted; and the 
wisest of the ancient heathens themselves 
thought it most natural and agreeable to right 
reason to hope for something of this nature. 

You may give over, says Socrates, all hopes 

jot amending men's manners for the future, 

unless God be pleased to send you some other 

person to instruct you * ; and Plato declares, 

that 
* Plato in Apolog, Socratis, 
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■diat-vhatever is right, and as it should be in 

the present evil state of the world, can be so 

only by the particular interposition of God*. 

Cicero has made similar declarations: and 

•Porphyry, who was a most inveterate enemy 

to the Christian religion, yet confesses, that 

ijiere was wanting some universal method of 

delivering jnen's souls, which no sect of phUoso-^ 

phy had ever yet found out f. 

These confessions of the great sages of 
antiqiiity infinitely outweigh the assertions of 
our modem infidels, ^^ that human reason is fully 
sufficient to teach man his duty, and enable 
him to perform it : and that therefore, a divine 
revelation was perfectly needless.'^ It is true, 
that in the present times, a Deist may have to- 
lerably just notions of the nature and attributes 
of the Supreme Being, of the worship due to 

Him, 
* Plato de Rep. 

f Augustb, de Civitate Dei. 1. lo. c- 32- 
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Him^ of the ground and extent of moral obli* 
gaitkm^ and even of a future Mate of retributioo. 
But irom whence does he derive these notions ? 
Sfot from the dictates of his own unassisted 
reason, but (as the philosophist Rousseau him^ 
^f confesses^) from those, yery Scriptures 
which he despises and reviles, from the early 
impressions of education, from hying and con* 
versiitg in a Chnstian country, where those 
docftrines' are publicly taught, and where, in 
spite of himself, he imbibes some portion of 
that r reUgious knowledge which the sacred 
writings haye every were diffused and com- 
municated. to the enemies as well as the friends 
of theigospeL Bat they wh« were destitute of 
these, advantages, they who had nothing but 
reason to direct them, and therefore knew 
what reason is capable of doing when left to 
itself, much better than any modern infidel 
(who never was, and never can be, precisely 

in 
* Vol. ix, p. 71. i2mo. 1764* 
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in the same predicament;) these men uni« 
fonnly declare^ that the mere light of nature 
was not competent to conduct them into the 
road of happiness and virtue; and that the 
only sure and certain guide to carry men well 
through this life, was a divine discovery of the 
truth^. These considerations may serve to 
show, that, instead of entertaining any unrea- 
sonable prejudices beforehand against the pos- 
sibility or probability of any diving revelation 
whatever, we ought, on the contrary, to be 
previously prepossessed in favour of it, and to 
be prepared and open to receive it with can- 
dour and fairness, whenever it should come 
supported with suflScient evidence: because, 
from considering the wants of man and the 
mercy of God, it appears highly probable 
that such a revelation would some time or other 
he voudhsafed to mankind. 

♦ Plato in Phadone. 
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PROPOSITION II. 

At the very time when there was a 
general expectation in the world 
of some extraordinary personage 
making his appearance in it, a per-. 

SON CALLED JESUS CHRIST DID ACTUALLY 
APPEAR UPON EARTH, ASSERTING THAT 
HE WAS THE SO^ OF GOD, AND THAT HB 
CAME FROM HEAVEN TO TEACH MAN- 
KIND TRUE RELIGION; AND HE DID AC- 
CORDINGLY ' FOUiND A RELIGION, WHICH 
FROM HIM WAS CALLED THE CHRISTIAN 
RELIGION, AND WHICH HAS BEEN PRO- 
FESSED BY GREAT NUMBERS OF P£OP](.E 
FROM THAT TIME TO THE PRESENT, 



IT was necessary just to state this Propo- 
sition, as the foundation of all the reasoning 
that is to follow : but the truth of it is so 

« 

universally acknowledged, that it requires but 
very few words to be said in support of it. 

That 
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That there was, about the time of our Sa« 
yiour's birth, a general expectation spread over 
the eastern part of the world, that some very 
extraordinary person would appear in Judeea, 
is evident both from the sacred history and 
from Pagan writers. St. Matthew informs us, 
that when Jesus was bom in Bethlehem of Ju- 
deea, there came wise men (probably men of 
considerable rank and learning in their own 
country) from the East, saying, " Where is he 
that is bom Bang of the Jews ? for we have 
seen his star in the East, and are come to 
worship him.^' In confirmation of this, two 
Roman historians, Suetonius and Tacitus, 
assert, that there prevailed at that time, over 
Jhe whole East, an ancient and fixed opinion^ 
that there should arise out of Judaea a persoa 
who should obtain dominion over the world. 

THAT at this time, when Augustus Ceesar 

was 



of the Christian Revelation* ijg^ 

was emperor of Rome^ a person called Jesus 
Christ was actually bom in Judaea; that he 
professed to come from heaven to teach man- 
kind -true religion^ and that he. had a multi- 
tude of foBowers ; the sacred historians imani- 
mously affirm^ and several heathen authors also 
bear testimony to the same facts. They men- 
tion the very name of Christ, and acknow- 
ledge that he had a great number of disciple$^ 
who from him were called Christians. The 
Jews, though professed enemies to our reli- 
gion,-, acknowledge these things to be true 9 
and none even of the earhest Pagans who 
wrote against Christianity, ever pretended to 
question, their reality. These thmgs, there- 
fore^ >are as certain and undeniable a^ ancieixt 
history, both sacred and profane, and t)ie 
conotunnent testimony both of friends find en^ 
miet^ can possibly make them. 
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PROPOSITION III. 

The books of the new testament 
were written by those persons to 

WHOM THEY ARE ASCRIBED, AND CON- 
TAIN A FAITHFUL HISTORY OF CHRIST 
AND HIS religion; AND THE ACCOUNT 
THERE GIVEN OF BOTH MAY BE SECURELY 
RELIED UPON AS STRICTLY TRUE, 



THE books which contain the history of 
Christ and of the Christian religion, are the 
four Gospels and the Acts of the Apostles. 
That the Gospels were written by the persons 
whose names they bear, namely, Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, and John, there is no more reason 
to doubt, than that the histories which we 
have under the names of Xenophon, Livy, or 
Tacitus, were written by those authors. 

A GREAT 
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A GREAT many passages are alluded to or 
quoted from the Evangelists^ exactly as we 
read them now^ by a regular succession of 
Christian writers, from the time of the Apostles 
down to this hour ; and at a very early period 
their names are mentioned as the authors of 
their respective gospels ; which is more than 
can be said for any other ancient historian 
whatever *. 

These books have always been considered 
by the whole Christian world, from the Apos-* 
tolic i^e, as containing a faithful history, of 
their seligion, and therefore they ought to be 
received as such ; just as we allow the Koran 
to contain a genuine account of the Maho- 
metan religion, and the sacred books of the 
Bramins to contain a true represensation of 
the Hindoo religion. 

That 
* Lardner's Credibility, b.i. and Paley's Evidence?, 
volki. 
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That' all the facts related in these waitings, 
and the accounts giren of evevy. thing our 
Saviour said and did^ are also strictly true> 
we have the most substantial, grounds fOf 
believing* 

- FoR| in the first place^ the writers had the 
very best means of information, and could not 
possibly be deceived themselves. 

And, in the next place, they could have no 
conceivable inducement for imposing upon 
others* 

: St. Matthew and St. John were two of our 
Lord's Apostles \ his constant companions and 
attendants throughout the whole of his mini^ 
stry. They were actually present at the scenes 
which they decribe; eye^-witnesses of the 
facts, and ear-witnesses of the discourses, 
which they relate* 

St. 
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; St.: Mark and St, Luke^ though not them^ 
selyes Apostles, yet were the qontemporaries 
miii companions of Apostles^, fuid in habits of 
society and friendship with those who had been 
present at the transactions which they record* 
St* Luke expressly says this in the beginning 
of. bis gospel, which opens with these words ; 
'f Forasmuch as many have taken in hand td 
set forth in order a declaration of those things 
which are most surely believed amongst us, 
even as they delivered them unto us, which 
from the beginning were eye-witnesses and mi^ 
nisters of the word; it seemed good to me also, 
Aovtiig had perfect understanding of all things 
from th^ very Jirst, to write unto thee, in order, 
most excellent Theophilus, that thou mightest 
know the certainty of those things wherein 
thou hast been instructed." St/ Luke also 
being the author of the Acts of the Apostles, 
we have> for the writers of these five books, 
perisona who had the most perfect knowledge, of 

every 
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every thing they relate, either from their oWn 
personal observation, or from immediate com^ 
mmiications with those who saw and heard 
every thing that passed. 

They could not^ therefore, be themselves 
deceived ; nor could they have the least in- 
ducement) or the least inclination to deceive 
others. 

They were, plain, honest, artless, unlearned 
men, in very humble occupations of life, and 
utterly incapable of inventing or carrying on 
such a refined and complicated system of fraud, 
as the Christian reUgion must have been if it 
was not true. There are besides, the strongest 
marks of fairness, candour, simplicity, and 
truth, throughout the whole of their narratives* 
Their greatest enemies have never attempted 
to throw the least stain upon their characters ; 
and how then, can they be supposed capable « 

of 
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of 60 gross an imposition as that of asserting 
-and propagating the most impudent fiction? 
They coidd gain foy it neither plea^iire> profit^ 
nor power. On the contrary, it brought 
upon them the most dreadful evils, and even 
death itself. If therefore they were cheats, 
they were cheats without any motive, and 
without any advantage; nay, contrary to 
evety motive and every advantage that usuaUy 
influence the actions of men. They preached 
^ religion which forbids falsehood under pain 
of eternal punishment, and yet, on this sup- 
position, they supported that religion by falsei- 
hood-; and whilst they were guilty of Ihe 
basest and most useless knavery themselves, 
they were taking infinite pains, and going 
Ihrough the greatest labour and sufferings, in 
order to teach honesty to all mankind. 

I43 this credible ? Is this possible ? Is not 

C this 
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this a mode of acting so contrary to all expe- 
rience, to all the principles of human nature, 
and to all the usual motives of human con* 
duct, as to exceed the utmost bounds of be- 
lief, and to compel every reasonable man to 
reject at once so monstrous a supposition ? 

Thb facts, therefore, related in the Gospels, 
and in the Acts of the Apostles, even those 
evidently miraculous, must Jbe true; for the 
testimony of those who die for what they as- 
sert, is evidence sufBcient to support any 
miracle whatever. And this opinion of their 
veracity is strongly confirmed by the foUctwdng 
consaderatioDs : 

I- 
There are, in ail the sacred writings of 

the New Testament^ continual allusions and 
references to things, persons, places, manners 
customs and opinions, which are found to be 

perfectly 
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pdtfeotly confonnable to the real state of 
Ihiiigs at that time, as repcaaented by cKsmw 
lertsted and contemporary writers. Had their 
gtoiy been a forgery, they would certainly 
have been detected in. some mistake or olher 
concerning these incidental circumstances, 
which yet they hare never once been^ 

Tbtbn, as to the facts themselves which 
they rehte> great numbers of them are men- 
tioned and admitted bolii by Jewish and 
Roman historians; such as the star that ap^ 
peared at our Saviour's birth, the journey of 
die 'Wise men to Bethlehem, Herod's murder 
of iSbtb inftmts lanider two years old, many par- 
ticafaun concerning John the Baptist and He- 
rod^ the crucifi)[ion of our Lord under Pontius 
Pilate,, and the earthquake and miraculous 
darkness which attended it. Nay, even many 
of the miracles which Jesus himself wrought, 
particularly the curing of the lame and blind. 
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and casting out devils^ are, as to the matters 
of fact, expressly owned and admitted by 
several of the earliest and most implacable 
enemies of Christianity, For though they 
ascribed these miracles to the assistance of 
evil spirits, yet they allowed that the mi* 
racles themselves were actually wrought*. 

This testimony of our adversaries, even to 
the miraculous parts of the sacred history, is 
the strongest possible confirmation of the 
truth and authority of the whole. 

It is also certain,' that the books of the 
New Testament have come down to the pre- 
sent times without any material alteration or 
corruption ; and that they aris, in all essential 
points, the same as they came from the hands 
of their authors. 

That 

. * Clarke's Evidences of Nat. and ReV. Religion* 
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That in the various transcripts of these 
writings^ as m all other ancient books^ a few 
letters^ syllables, or even v^ords, may have 
been changed, we do not pretend to deny ; 
but that there has been any designed or frau- 
dulent corruption of any considerable part, 
especially of any doctrine, or any important 
passage of history, no one has ever attempted, 
or been able, to prove. Indeed it was abso- 
lutely impossible. There can be no doubt but 
that, as soon as any of the original writings 
came out of the hands of their, authors, great 
numbers of copies were immediately taken, and 
sent to all the different Christian Churches. 
We know that they were publicly read in the 
ireligious assemblies of the first Christians. 
We know, also, that they were very soon trans- 
lated into a variety of foreign languages, and 
these ancient versions (many of which still 
remain) were quickly dispersed into all parts 
of the known world ; nay, even several of the 

c 3 original 
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ari^aji mwi«6cripts rjew^ained to tbe tkae of 
T^rtidliao^ at dke end of tine ^oond ceatiury *^ 
There are numbeiiesa quotations iro9i eiKery 
part of the New T<est|vie9t by Christian 
writers, froi^ the eai}iest ages i^im to the 
present, ail whidi substantially agree with 
the present tejct of the sacred wrkings. Be- 
sides sdliich a yariety o£ seets and heresies 
soon arose in iksi CSiriatian churchy and each 
of these appealed to the ScripUires for the 
truth of their doetiine. It would, therefurfSi, 
haye been utterly impoasibb for any one sect 
to have made any mater^ sdteration 'm ihe 
sacred hooks, without being iouBodiiately d^ 
tected and expoaed by all the others f. Their 
mntnal jealousy and snspicicm of each other 
would effietctaafiy prevent any grosa a4nlterar 
tion of the sacred Yolames ; and with respect 
to lesser matters,, the best and most able 

critics 

* Grotius, de Ver. 1. 3. s. 2 
f Beattie, vol. i p, i88% 
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critics have, after th.e most minute examina- 
tion, asserted and proved, that the holy scrip, 
tures of the New Testament, have suffered 
less from the injury of time, and the errors of 
transcribers, than any other ancient writings 
whatsoever *. 

* The style> too, of the Gospel (says the apoi- 
able and elegant author of the Minstrel) bears 
intrinsic evidence of its truth* We find there no 
a^^arwace of drt^ce or of party spirit; no attempt 
to exaggerate on the one hand, or depreciate on the 
other; no remarks thrown in to anticipate objec- 
tions ; nothing of that caution which never fails to 
distinguish the testimony of those who are conscious 
of imposture; no endeavour to reconcile the reader's 
mind to what may be extraordinary in the narra- 
tive; all is fair> candid, and simple. The historians 
make no reflections of their own, but confine them- 
selves to matter of fact, thait is, to what they he^d 
and saw; and honestly record their own mistakes 
and faults, as well as the other particulars of the 
story. Beattie's Evidences^ vol. i. p. 89. 



C4 
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PROPOSITION IV. 

The scriptures of the old testamenTj^ 
which are connected with those of 

the NEW^ are THE GENUINE WRITINGS 
OF THOSE WHOSE NAMES THEY BEAR, 
AND GIVE A TRUE ACCOUNT OF THE MO- 
SAIC DISPENSATION, A9 WELL AS OF THE 
HISTORICAL FACTS, THE DIVINE COM- 
MANDS, THE MORAX PRECEPTS, AND THE 
PROPHECIES WHICH THEY CONTAIN. 



THAT part of the BiWe which is called 
the Old Testament, contains a great variety 
of very different compositions, some historical, 
some poetical, some moral and preceptive, 
some prophetical; written at different times, 
and by different persons, and collected into 
one volume by the care of the Jews. 

IHAT 
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That these books were all written by those 
whose names they bear^ there is not the least 
reasonable ground to doubt ; they have been 
always considered as the writings of those 
persons by the whole Jewish nation (who were 
most interested in their authenticity, and most 
likely to know the truth) from the earliest 
times down to the present : and no proof to 
the contrary has ever yet been produced. 

That these writings have come down to 
us in the same state in which they were ori- 
giitally written, as to all essential points, there 
is every reason to believe. The original ma- 
nuscripts were long preserved among the 
JeWs. A copy of the book of the law was 
preserved in the ark ; it was ordered to be 
read publicly every seven years, at the feast 
of the tabernacled, as well as privately, and 
frequently, in every Jewish family. 

c 5 Thekr 
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The^E ifr a copy Btill extant of the five 
boQk^ ^f Moses (which ace caH<e4 the Penta- 
teuch) ^ahea by the Samaritans, who were 
bitter ei^eixues ta thj© Jews, and always at 
¥«(naneQ l^ith them ^ and this copy agrees^ 
Ib eveiry material io^taQce^ with the Jewish 

c^py. 

Neab three hundred years before Christy 
these Scriptures were translated into Greeks 
and this version (called the Septuagint) agrees^ 
also in all essential articles with the Hebrew 
QdriginaL * This being very widely spread over 
the woridj rendejred any considerable altera- 
tion extremely difficult : and the dispersion of 
th^ Jews, into all the di£ferei;it regions of the 
globe, made it nes^ to impossible . 

The Jews were always remarkable for 
being most faithful guardians of their sacred 

books^ 
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books, which they transcribed vepeatedly, and 
eompared most carefully with t^e erigmals, 
and of which they even numbered the words 
and letters. That th^y have not corrupted 
any of their prophetical writings appears 
from hence; that we provo Jesus to be the 
Messiah from many of those very prophecies 
which they have themselves preserved; and 
wliich (if their invincible fidelity to their 
sacred books had not restrained th^m) their 
hatred to Christianity would have led them 
to alter or to suppress. And their credit is 
stiU- further established by this circumstance^ 
that our Saviour, though he brings many 
heavy charges against the Scf ibes and Phari* 
see% yet never once accuses thein of corrupting^ 
or falsifying any one of . tiieir sacred writings. 

It is no less certain that these writings give 
a troe and faithful account of the various 
matters which they contain. Many of. the 

c 6 principal 
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principal facts and circumstances related iff 
them are mentioned by the most ancient hea-* 
then authors. The first origin and creation 
of the world out of chaos^ as described by 
Moses ; the formation of the sun, the moon, 
tod the staa%, and afterward of inan him- 
self; the dominicm given him over other 
animals ; the completion of this great work 
in six days; the destruction of the world 
by a deluge; the circumstances of the ark 
and the dove; the punishment of Sodom 
by fire; the ancient rite of circumcision;, 
many particulars relating to Moses, the giv^ 
ing of the law, and the Jewish ritual; the 
names of David and Solomon^ and their 
leagues with the Tyrians; these things, and 
many others of the same sort, are expressly 
mentioned, or plainly alluded to, in several' 
Pagan authors of the highest antiquity and 
the best credit. And a very bitter enemy of 
the Jews as well as. Christians, the Emperor 

Julian, 
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Julian^ is^ by the force of evidence^ compelled 
to confess, that there were many persons ampng 
the Jews divinely inspired ; and that fire from 
heaven descended on the sacrifices of. Moses 
and Elijah. Add to this, that the references 
made to the books of the Old Testament, and 
the passages quoted from them by our Saviour 
and. his apostles, is a plain proof that they 
acknowledged the authority of those writings^ 
and the veracity of their authors. 

It is true, indeed, that in the historical books 
of the Old Testament, there are some bad cha- 
racters and bad actions recorded, and some very^ 
cruel deeds described; but these things are 
mentioned as mere historical facts, and by no 
means approved or proposed as examples to 
others.- And excepting these passages, which 
are comparatively few in number, the rest of 
those sacred books, more especially Deuteror 

nomy. 
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nomy^the Psalms^ Proverbs^ Ecclesiastes^ and 
the prophets^ am full of very sublime represen- 
tations of God and his attributes; of very 

« 

excellent rules for the conducjt of life^ and ex- 
amples of almost every virtue that can adonl 
human nature. And these things were written 
at a time When all the rest of the worlds even the 
wisest^ and most learned, and most celebrated 
nations of the earth, were sunk in the grossest 
ignorance of God and religion; were wor- 
shipping idols and brute beasts, and indulging 
themselves in the most abominable vices. It is 
a most singular circumstance, that a people in 
a remote, obscure comer of the world, very in- 
ferior to several heathen nations in learnings 
in philosophy, in genius, in science, and all 
the polite arts, should yet be so infinitely their 
superiors in tlieir ideas of the Supreme Being,, 
and in every thing relating to morality and 
religion. This can no otherwise be accounted 

fOD 
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for, than on the supposition of their haying 
been instructed in these things by God him- 
self, or by persons commissioned and inspired 
by him ; that is, of their having been really 
faToured with* those divine revelations which 
are recorded in the books of the Old Testar 
ment. 

With respect to the prophecies which they 
contain, the truth of a great part of these has 
been infallibly proved by the exact fulfilment 
of them in subsequent ages, such as those re- 
lating to our Saviour (which will be hereafter 
specified) to Babylon, to Egypt, to Edom, to 
Tyre and Sidon. But those which refer more 
particularly to the dispersion of the Jews are so 
very numerous and clear; and the accom- 
pUshment of them, in the present state of the 
Jews, is a fact which obtrudes itself, at this 
moment, so irresistibly upon our senses, that I 

cannot 



40 On the Truth and Divine Origin 

cannot forbear presenting to the reader some 
of the most remarkable of those predictions, as 
they are drawn togetlier by a most able writer. 

It was foretold by Moses, that when the 
Jews forsook the true God, " they should be 
removed into all the kingdoms of the earth, 
should be scattered among the heathen, among 
all people, from the one end of the earth even 
unto the other; should become an astonish- 
ment, a proverb, and a bye-word among all 
nations ; and that among those nations they 
should find no ease, neither should the sole of 
their foot have rest ; but the Lord should give 
them a trembling heart, and fading of eyes, 
and sorrow of mind, and send a faintness into 
their hearts in the land of their enemies; so that 
the sound of a shaken leaf should chase them*." 

The 

* Deut. 28. 25; Lev. 26. 33; Deut. 4. 27; Deuu 
a8. ©45 Deut, 28. 37: Deut. 28. 65 ; Lev. 26. 36. 
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TkE same things are continually predicted 
through all the following prophets : " That 
God would disperse them through the coun- 
tries of the heathen; that he would sift them 
among all nations, like as com is sifted in a 
sieve ; that in all the kingdoms of the earth, 
whither they should be driven, they should be 
a reproach and a proverb, a taunt and a curse, 
and an astonishment and a hissing ; and that 
they should abide many days without a king^ 
and withoirt a prince, and without a sacrifice, 
and without an image, and without ah ephod, 
and without teraphim *.'* 

Had any thing hke this, in the time of 
Moses or of the prophets,, ever happened to 
any nation in tlie world? Or was there in na* 
ture any probability that any such thing should 

ever 

* Ezek. 30» 13; 11. 15; Amos, 9. 9; Jer. 24.9; 
Sjg. 18; Uosea,.3.4. 
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ever happen to any people ? That when they 
were conquered by their .enemies^ and led into 
captivity^ they should neither continue in the 
place of their captivity^ nor be swallowed np 
and lost among their conquerors^ but be scat- 
tered among all the nations of the worlds and 
hated and persecuted by all nations for many 
ages^ and yet continue a distinct people ? Or 
could any description of the Jews, written at 
this day, be a more exact and lively picture of 
the state they have now been in for many 
ages, than these prophetic descriptions, espe- 
cially that of Moses, given more than 3000 
years ago * ? 



* Clarke's Evidences, pp^76, 277. 
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PROPOSITIOSrV. 

The CHARACTEtt OF CHRIST, AS REPRE- 
SENTED IN THE G0SPEL15, AFFORDS VERY 
STRONG GROUND FOR BELIEVING THAT 
HE WAS A DIVINE BEKSON. 



WHOEVER considers with attention the 
character of our blessed Lord, as it may be col- 
lected from the various incidents and actions of 
his life (for there are no laboured descriptions 
of it, no encomiujtns upon it, by his own disci* 
pies) wiU soon discover that it was, in every 
respect, the most perfect that ever was made 
known io mankind. If we only say of him 
what even Pilate said of him, and what bis bit* 
tereat enemies cannot and do not deny, that we 
can find no fault i/i hiniy and that the whole 
tenor of his life was entirely blameless through- 
out, this is more than can be said of any other 
person that ever came into the world. But this 

ia 
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* 

is going a very little way indeed in the excel* 
lence of his character. He was not only free 
from every failing^ but possessed and practised 
every imaginable virtue. Towards his hea- 
venly Father he expressed the most ardent 
love, the most fervent yet rational devotion, 
and displayed in his whole conduct the most 
absolute resignation to his will and obedience 
to his commands. His manners were gentle, 
mild, condescending, and gracious : his heart 
overflowed with kindness, compassion, and 
tenderness to the whole human race. The 
great employment of his life was to do good 
to the bodies and souls of men. In this all his 
thoughts and all his time were constantly and 
almost incfsssantly occupied. He went about 
dispensing his blessings to all around him in a 
thousand different ways ; healing diseases, re- 
lieving infirmities, correcting errors, removing 
prejudices, promoting piety, justice, charity, 
'■ peace. 
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peace, harmony among men, and crowding 
into the narrow compass of his ministry, more 
acts of mercy and compassiop than the longest 
life of the most benevolent man upon earth 
ever yet produced. Over his own passions he 
had obtained the most complete command; 
and though his patience was continually put 
to the severest trials, yet he was never once 
overcome^ never once betrayed into any in^ 
temperance or excess in word or deed, " never 
once spake unadvisedly with his lips." He 
endured the cruellest insults from his ene- 
mies with the utmost composure, meekness, 
patience and resignation; displayed the most 
astonishing fortitude under a most painful and 
ignominious death ; and, to crown all, in the 
very midst of his torments on the cross, im- 
plored forgiveness for his murderers in that 
divinely charitable prayer, " Father, forgive 
them, for they know not what they do*" 

Nob was his wisdom inferior to his virtues. 

The 
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The doctrines he taught were the most subliiaQ^ 
and the most important that were ever before 
delivered to mankind, and every way wortjiy of 
that God, from whom he professed to deriv« 
them> and whose son he declared himself to be. 

His precepts inculcated the purest and most 
perfect morality ; his discomses were ftdl of dig*- 
nity and wisdom, yet intelligible and clear; his 
parables conveyed instruction in the most plead- 
ing, familiar, and impr^sive manner; and his 
answers to the many insidious questions that 
were- put to him, showed uncommon quickness 
of conciaption, soundness of judgment, and pre- 
sence of mind, completely baffled all the arti- 
fices and malice of his enemies^ and enabled 
him to elude all the snar^ that were laid for 
him. It appears then> even fromthisshort and 
imperfect sketch of our Saviour's character, 
that he was, beyond comparison, the wisest and 
most virtuous person that ever appeared; and 

even 
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even his bitterest enemies allow that he was 
80. If, then, he was confessedly so great and 
80 good a man, it unavoidably follows that he 
must be *what he pretended to be^ a divine 
person^ and of .course his religion also must be 
divine ; for he certainly laid claim to a divine 
. original. He asserted that he was the Son of 
God ; that he and his religion came from hea^ 
ven; and that he had the power of working 
miracles. If this was not the case, he miist^ in 
a matter of infinite importance, have asserted 
what' had no foundation in truth. But is such a 
supposition a$ this in the smallest degree cre- 
dible ? Is it probable, is it conceivable, is it 
co])si9tent with the general conduct of man? Is it 
reooncileab]^ with the acknowledged charac- 
ter of our Lord, to suppose, that any thing but 
truth could proceed from him whom his very 
enemies allow to have been in every respect 
(and of course in point of v<eracity) the best 
and most virtuous of men? Was it ever known, 

is 
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18 there a single instance to be produced in the 
* history of mankind, of any one so unblemished 
in morats as Christ confessedly was, persisting 
for so great a length of time as he did in asser*- 
tions, which, if untrue, would be repugnant to 
the blearest principles of morality, and most 
fatal in their consequences to those he loved 
best, his followers and his friends? Is it possi- 
ble, that the pure, the upright, the pious, the 
devout, the meek, the gentle, the humane, the 
merciful Jesus, could engage multitudes of in«- 
•nocent and virtuous people in the behef and 
support of a religion which he knew must 
draw on them persecution, misery, and death, 
unless he had been authorized by God himself 
to establish that religion ; and u^^less he was 
conscious that he possessed the power of ami- 
ply recompensing those who preferred his 
religion to every other consideration? The 
conunon sense and common feelings of man^- 
kind must revolt at such a preposterous ideaw 

It 
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It follows, then, that Christ was, in truth, 
« divine teacher, and his religion the gift of 
God. 



PROPOSITION VI. 

The sublimity of our lord's doc- 
trines, AND THE PURITY OF HIS MORAL 
PRECEPTS, CONFIRM THE BELIEF OF HIS 
DIVINE MISSION. 



THERE is no where to be found such im- 
portant information, and such just and noble 
sentiments concerning God and Religion, as 
m the Scriptures of the New Testament. 

They teach us, in the first place, .that there 
w ONE Almighty Being, who created all 

D things, 
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things, of infinite power, wisdom, justice, 
mercy, goodness ; that he is the governor and 
preserver of this world, which he has made ; 
that his providential care is over all his works ; 
and that he more particularly- regards the af- 
fairs and conduct of men. They teach us, that 
we are to worship this great Being in spirit 
and in truth ; and that the love of him is the 
first and great commandment, the source and 
spring of all virtue. They teach us, more 
particularly, how to pray .to him, and for that 
purpose supply us with a form of prayer, 
called the Lord's Prayer, " which is a model 
of calm and rational deVotion, and which, for 
its conciseness, its clearness, its suitableness to. 
every condition, and for the weight, solemnity, 
and real importance of its petitions, is without 
aa equal or a rival *." They teach us, more- 
over, what we all feel to be true, that the 
human heart is weak and corrupt; that man 

* Paley. 
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is fallen from his original innocience^ that he: 
is restored, however, to the favour of God, 
and the capacity of happiness, by the death 
and mediation and atonement of Christ, 
who is the Way, the Truth, and the Life;; 
and that he will be assisted in his sincere^ 
though ^perfect, endeavours after holiness, 
by the influence of (Jod's holy Spirit. 

They assure us, in fine, that the soul does 
not perish with the body^ but shall pass, after 
deiLth, into another woild; that all mankind 
shall rise from the grave, and stand before the 
Ju^d^ment-seat of Christ, who shall reward 
the virtuous, and punish the wicked, in a fa- 
tare and eternal state of existence, according 
. ta their deserts. 

These are great, and 4nteresting, amd mo- 
mentous truthiB, either wboDy unknown, or but* 
v^ry imt>ierfectly known to the world before; 

x> a and 
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and they render the meanest peasant in thi». 
country better acquainted with the nature of 
the Supreme Being, and the relation in which 
we stand to him, than were any of the greatest 
sages of ancient times. 

Equally excellent, and superigr to all 
other rules of life, are the moral precepts of 
the Gospel. 

Our divine Master, in the first place, laid 
down two great leading principles for our con- 
duct, love to God, and love to mankind ; and 
thence deduced (as occasions offered, and inci-<^ 
dents occurred, which gave peculiar force and 
energy to his instructions) all the principal du- 
ties towards God, our neighbour, and ourselves.^ 

With respect to God, we are commanded 
to love, fear, worship, and obey him; to set 
him always before nn% to do all things to hia 

'.. glory. 
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^bry, to seek first his kingdom and his righte- 
ousness; to resign ourselves wholly to his 
pleasure^ and submit, with patience, cheer- 
fuhiess, and resignation, to every thing he 
thinks fit to bring upon us. 

With regard to our neighbour, we are tn 
^exercise towards him the duties of charity, 
justice, equity, and truth ; we are to love him 
as ourselves, and to do unto all men as we 
would they should do unto us ; a most ad- 
mirable rule, which comprehends the sum and 
substance of all social virtue, and which no 
man can mistake. 

As to those duties which 'concern ourselves, 
we are commanded to keep Qurselves un- 
spotted from the world, to be temperate in all 
^ings, to keep under our body, and bring it 
^o subjection, to preserve an absolute com- 

D 3 mand 
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mand over all our passions^ and to live sob^ilf ^ 
righteously, and godly in thi0> present wodd. 

These are the geaeral directions: given for 
our conduct in the various situations and rdih 
tions of life. More paiticular injunctions ate 
given in various parts of Scripture^ espeoially 
in our Saviour's admirable Sermon from t^ 
Mount, where we find a multitude of most ex- 
cellent rules of life, short, sententious, sofetU, 
and important, full of wisdom and dignity, yet 
intelligible and clear. But the principal excet- 
lencQ of the Gospel morality, and that whiboh 
gives it an infinite superiority over all other 
moral instructions, is this, that it prefers a 
meek, yielding, complying, forgiving temper, 
to that violent, overbearing, inflexible, imperi- 
ous disposition, which prevails so much in the 
world ; that it regulates not merely our actioiis, 
but our affections and our inchnations ; and 

places 
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phtoes the check toliceQiioiisiiess exactly wheve 
it onght to be^ that is, on the lieart ; that.it^ 
forbids us to covet the praise of men in (mt> 
devotions^ our ahns^ and all our other virtuea ; 
that it givesi leading rules and principles for all 
the relative duties of life ; of husbands and*, 
wives^ of parents and children, of masters and 
servants, of Christian teachers and their disci^. 
pies, of governors and subjects ; that it com- 
mumdfe us to be, as it were, lights in the world, 
and examples of good to all ; to injure no man, 
but to bear injuries patiently ; never to seek 
revenge, but return good for evil : to love our 
very enemies, and to forgive others as we 
hope to be forgiven ; to raise our thoughts and 
views above the present life, and to fix our af- 
fections principally on that which is to come. 

But besides all this, the manner in which 
our Lord delivered all his doctrines and all 
liis precepts ; the concise setltentious, solemn, 

D 4 weighty 
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weighty maxims into which he generally cotu^ 
pressed them ; the easy^ familiar^ natural/ pa^ 
thetic parables in which be sometimes clothed 
them ; that divine authority^ and those awful 
sanctions with which he enforced them ; these 
circumstances give a weighty and dignity^ and 
importance to the precepts of Holy Writ^ 
which no other moral rules can boasts 

If how we ask, a:s it is very natural to ask^ 
who that extraordinary person could be, that 
was the author of such uncommonly excellent 
morality as this? The answer is,, that he wa&, 
to all outward appearance, the reputed son of a 
carpenter, living with his father and mother itt 
a remote and obscure comer of the world, till 
the time that he assumed his public character. 
*' Whence, then, had this man these things^ 
and what wisdom is this that was given unta 
him ?" He had evidently none of the usual 
means or opportunities of cultivating his un- 

derstandinsr^ 
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A^tstanding, or improving his mind. He was 
faom in a low and indigent condition, without 
education, without learning^ without any an- 
ci6nt stores from whence to draw his wisdom 
and his morality, that were at aU likely to fall 
into his hands. You may, perhaps, in some of 
the Greek or Rpman writers, pick out a few of 
Tiis precepis, or something like them. But what 
does this avail? Those writers he bad never 
Tead. He had never studied at Athens or at 
Home ; he had no knowledge of orators or 
philosophers. He understood, probably, no 
language but his own, and had nothing to give 
him juster notions of virtue and religion, than 
the rest of his countrymen and persons in his 
humble rank of life usually had. His fellow- 
labourers in this undeitaking, the persons who 
assisted him during his life, and into whose 
iiands his religion came after his death, were 
a few fishermen on the Lake of Tiberias, as 

D 5 unlearned 
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unlearned and uneducatetl, andi,^ fene ihtt p«|iN 
pose of framing rules of. morality^ as unptro* 
mising aa himself. la it possible, then, that 
such men as these could, without any asaiat- 
ance whatever^ produce sach perfect and ia- 
comparable rules of life as those of the Ooapel; 
MO greatly superior in purity, solidity, perspi- 
cuity, and universal usefulness to all the moral 
lessons of all the philosophers upon earth put 
together? Every man of common sense must 
see that this is absolutely impossible ; and that 
there is no Other conceivable way of account- 
ing for this, than by admitting what these 
persons constantly affirmed, that their doc- 
trines and their precepts came from the Foun- 
tain of all Perfection; that is, from God 
himself. 
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PROPOSITION VII. 

Thb rapid and successful propaga- 
tion OF THE GOSPEL BY THE FIRST 
TEACHERS OF IT, THROUGH A LARGE PART 
OF THE WORLD, IS A PROOF THAT THEY 
WERE FAVOURED WITH DIVINE ASSIST- 
ANCE AND SUPPORT. 



W E find in the Acts of the Apostles, and in 
their Epistles, that the number of converts to 
the Christian Religion began to increase con- 
siderably, almost immediately, after our Sa- 
viour's ascension, and continued increasing to 
an astonishing degree through every age till 
the final establishment of Christianity by Con- 
stantine. The first assembly which we meet 
with of Christ's disciples, and that a few days 
after his removal from the world, consisted 

D 6 of 
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of 120*. About a week after this, 3000 were 
added in one day f ; and the number of Chris-^ 
tians pubHcly baptized, and publicly asso-^ 
ciating together, were very soon increased to 
5000 %. In a few year s after this, the con- 
verts wet6 described as increasing in great 
numbers, in great multitudes, and even in 
myriads, tens of thousands [| : and multitudes 
both of men and women continued to be 
added daily ; so that within about thirty years 
after our Lord^s death, the Gospel was spreads 
not only throughout almost all parts of the 
Roman Empire, but even to Parthia and India* 
It appears from the Epistles written to several 
churches by the Apostles, that there were large 
Congregations of Christians, both at Rome and 
in all the principal cities of Greece and Asia. 
This account is confirmed by contemporary 
Roman historians ; and Pliny, about eighty 

years 
* Acts i. 15. t -^cts 11. 41. 

- X Acts iv. 4. U Acts xxi. 20. 
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years after the Ascension^ complains that thia 
superstition "^j as he calls it, had seized^ not 
cities only, but the lesser towns also, and the 
open country; that the Pagan temples were 
almost deserted, the sacred solemnities sus-> 
pended, and scarce any purchasers to be found 
for the victims. About twenty years after this, 
Justin Martyr, a Christian writer, declares, that 
there was no nation of men, whether Greeks or 
Barbarians, not excepting even those savages 
that wandered in clans from one region to an- 
other, and had no fixed habitation, who had 
not learned to offer prayers and thanksgivings 
to the Father and Maker of all, in the name 
of Jesus who was crucified. And thus the 
Church of Christ went on increasing more 
and more, till, under Constantine, the empire 
became Christian ; at which time there is every 

reason 

* The very name by which modern Pagans, as 
well as their predecessors, the ancient Heathens, 
describe the Christian Religion. 
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reason to believe that the Christians were more 
numerous and more powerful than the Pagans. 

In what manner^ now, can we account for 
this wonderful and unexampled progress of 
the Christian Religion ? 

If this religion had set out with flattering 
the corrupt passions of mankind, and held up 
to them the prospect of power, wealth, rank, 
or pleasure, as the rewards of their conversion; 
if it had soothed their vices, humoured their 
prejudices, and encouraged their ancient super- 
•titions ; if the persons who taught it had been 
men of brilliant talents, or commanding elo- 
quence ; if they had first proposed it in times 
of darkness and ignorance, and among savage 
and barbarous nations ; if they had been se- 
' conded by all the influence and authority of the 
great potentates of the earth, or propagated 
their doctrines at th)e head of a victorious 

army, 
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trtfty, QQe might have seen somq r^ai^n for 
their extraordinary success. 

But it is well known that the very reverse 
of all this was the real truth of the case. It 
is well known, that the first preachers of the 
Qospel declared open war against all the fol- 
lies^ the vices, the interests, the inveterate 
prejudices, and favourite superstitions of the 
world; that they were (with few exceptions) 
men of no abilities, no learning, no artificit^l 
rhetoric or powers of persuasion : that their 
doctrines were promulgated in an enlightened 
age, and to the most polished nations, and 
had all the wit and learning, and eloquence 
and philosophy of the world to contend with; 
-and that, instead of being aided by the autho- 
rity and influence 0/ the civil powers, they 
were opposed, and harassed, and persecute^ 
by them, even to death, with the most unre- 
lenting cruelty ; and all those who embraced 

their 
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their doctrines were exposed to the same 
hardships and sufferings. 

Is it now credible, that, under thes? cir- 
cumstances, twfelve poor iilite)^te fishermen of 
Gahlee should be able, merely by their own 
natural powers, to spread their new religion in 
so short a space, over so large a part of the 
then known world, without any assistance' or 
co-operation from any quarter whatever ? Did 
any thing of the kind ever happen in the world, 
before or -since ? It is plainly unprecedented 
"and impossible. As, therefore, all human means 
of success were against them, what else but 
supernatural means were left for them? It is 
clear almost to demonstration, that they must 
have been endowed with those miraculous pow* 
«rs, and favoured with that divine assistance, 
to which . they pretended, and which of course 
proved them to be the Messengers of Heaven. 
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PROPOSITION Vllt 

a comparison between christ and 
Mahomet^ and their respective re- 
ligions, LEAD US TO CONCLUDE, THAT 
AS * THE RELIGIPN OP THE LATTER IS 
CONFESSEDLY THE INVENTION OF MAN>, 
THAT OF THE FORMER IS DERIVED FROM 
GOD. 



• THERE is a religion in the world, .called 
the Mahometan, which is professed in one 
part of Europe, and most parts of Asia and 
Africa. The founder of this religion, Maho- 
met, pretended to be a prophet sent from God ; 
but it is universally allowed, by all who are 
not Mahometans, and who have searched very 
carefully into the pretensions of this teacher, 

that 
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that he was an enthusiast and an impostor^ 
and that his religion was a contrivance of his 
own. Even those persons who reject Chris- 
tianity^ do not think Mahometanism to b« 
true; nor do we ever hear of a Deist em- 
bracing it from conviction. 

Here^ then, we have two religions co* 
existing together in the world, and both pre- 
tending to be revelations from Heaven; one 
of these we know to be a fraud, the other we 
affirm and believe to be true. If this be so, 
upon comparing them and their authors toge- 
ther, we may expect to find a most marked 
and essential difference between them, such a 
difference as may naturally be supposed to 
exist between an impostor and a divine 
teacher, between truth and falsehood. And 
this, I apprehend, will appear to be actually 
the case with respect to Christ and Mahomet, 
and their respective reUgions. 

Mahomkt- 
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Mahomet was a man of considerable rank 
in his own country ; he was the grandson of a 
man of the most powerful and honourable fa-* 
mily in Mecca^ and though not bom to a great 
fortune, he soon acquired one by marriage. 
These circumstances would of themselves, 
without any supernatural assistance, greatly 
contribute to the success of his religion. A 
person considerable, by his wealth, of high 
descent,, and nearly allied to the chiefs of his 
country, taking upon himself the character of 
& religious teacher in an age of ignorance and 
barbarism, could not fail of attracting atten-^ 
tion and followers. 

Christ did not possess these advantages of 
rank and wealth, and pow;erful coimexions. 
He was bom of parents in a very mean condi- 
tion of life. His relations and friends were all 
in the same humble situation; he wasT)red up 
in poverty, and continued in it all his life^ 

having 
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having frequently no place where he could lay 
•his head. A man so circumstanced was not 
likely, by his own personal inlSuence, to-force 
It new religion, much less a false one, upon 
the world. 

Mahomet indulged himself in the grossest 
pleasures. He perpetually transgressed even 
those licentious rules which he had prescribed 
to himself. He made use of the power he 
had acquired, to gratify his passions without 
control, and he laid claim to a special per- 
mission from heaven to riot in the most unli- 
mited sensuality : 

Jesus, on the contrary, preserved through- 
out life the most unblemished purity and 
sanctity of manners. He did no sin, but was 
perfectly holy and undefiled. Not the least 
stain was ever thrown on his moral character 
by his bitterest enemies. 

Mahojhet 
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Mahomet was violent, impetuous, and 
sanguinary : 

Christ was meek, gentle, benevolent, and 
merciful. 

Mahomet pretended to have secret com- 
munications with God, and with the angel 
Gabriel, which no other person ever saw or 
heard : 

Jesus was repeatedly declared to be the 
. Son of God by voices from heaven, which 
were plainly and distinctly heard and recorded 
by others. 

The appearance of Mahomet was not fore-, 
told by any ancient prophecies, nor was there 
at the time any expectation of such a person, 
in that part of the world : 

The appearance of Christ upon earth was 
clearly and repeatedly predicted by several an- 
cient prophecies, which most evidently applied 

to 
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to him and to no other; and which were in * 
the keeping of those who were professed ene- 
mies to him and his reUgion. And there was 
at the time of his birth a general expectation 
over all the East, that some great and extra- 
ordinary personage would* then manifest him- 
self to the world. 

Mahomet never presumed to foretel any 
future events, for this plain reason, because he 
eould not foresee them ; and had he foretold any • 
thing which did not come to pass, it must have 
entirely ruined his credit with his followers : 

Chkist foretold many things which did 
actually come to pass, particularly his own 
death and resurrection, and the destruction of 
Jerusalem. 

Mahomet never pretended to work mi- 
racles; on the contrary, he expressly dis- 
daimed any such power, and makes several 

laboured 
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laboured and awkward apologies for not pos- 
sessing it : 

Jesus, we all know, worked a ^reat number 
of the most astonishing miracles, in the open 
face of day, and in the sight of great multitudes 
of people. He made the deaf to hear* the dumb 
to speak, the lame to walk, the blind to see, 
and even the dead to rise from the grave. 

Mahomet, during the first twelve years of 
his mission, made use only of argument and 
persuasion, and in consequence of that gained 
very few converts. In three years he made 
only fourteen proselytes, and in seven only 
eighty«three men and eighteen women : 

In the same space of time, our Saviour and 
his apostles converted thousands and tens of 
thousands, and spread the Christian religion 
over a great part of Adia^ 

Maud MET 
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Mahomet told the Jews, the ChristianS| 
and the'Arabs^ that he taught no other religion 
than that which was originally taught to their 
forefathers by Abraham, Ismael, Moses, and 
Jesus. This would naturally prejudice them in 
favour of his religion : 

Chri-st preached a religion which directly 
opposed the most favourite opinions and pre- 
judices of the Jews, and subverted, from the 
very foundation, the whole system of Pagan 
superstition, 

Mahomet paid court to the peculiar weak- 
nesses and propensities of his disciples. In that 
warm climate, where all the passions are ardent 
and violent, he allowed them a liberal indul- 
gence in sensual gratifications : no less than' 
four wives to each of his followers, with the 
liberty of divorcing them thrice*. 

In 

* Koran, c. 4. p. 43. lb. c. 3. p*4i« 
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Ik the same climate, and among men of the 
same strong passions^ Jesus most peremptorily 
restrained all his follow«rs from adultery, for- 
nication, and every kind of impmrity. He 
confined them to one wife, and forbade di- 
vorce, except for adultery only. But what was, 
still more, he required them to govern .their 
eyes and their thoughts, and to check the very 
first rising of any criminal desire in the soul. 
He told them, that whoever looked upon a wo- 
man to lust after her, had committed adultery 
with her already in his heart; and he assured 
them, that none but the pure in heart should see 
God. He declared open war, in short, against 
all the criminal passions, and evil inclinations 
of mankind, and expressly required all his 
followers to renounce those favouiite sins tha* 
did most easily beset them; nay^ even to 
leave father, mother, brethren, sisters, houses, 
lands, and everything that was. most deat to 
them, and take up their cross, and follow him. 

E With 
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With the same view «.lK>Ye.meiitioDe4 of 
bribing men to embrace his religioo, Mji- 
homet promised to reward his foUoverai with 
'the delights of a most voluptuous pecadisej 
where the objects of their aflfection were to be 
almost innumerable, and all of them gifte4 
with transcaident beauty and eternal yoiftth.'*'. 

Chsist entirely precluded his disciple 
from all hopes of sensual indulg^M^s here- 
after, assuring them that ia heaven they should 
neither marry nor be given in marrii^e, tod 
promising them nothbg but pure, celestial, 
spiritual joys, suc^ as eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived. 

Besides the powerful attractions of sepsual 
delights, Mahomet had another still more efiSi^ 
cacious mode of producing conviction, • and 
gaining proselytes : and thai was foroe, 

violoiice, 
* Koran, Cf56. p. 413. 
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violence, and aarms. He propagated kis religioii 
by the sword ; and till he made v^ of that 
instrument of conversion, the njumber of his 
proselytes was a mere nothing. He was at 
onoe a prophet, a warrior, a general, and a 
oonqneror.* It was at the head of his armies 
that he preached the Koran. His religicm 
and his conquests went on together ; and the 
former never advanced one step without the 
latter. He commanded in person in. eight 
general engagements, and undertook, by him- 
self and his lieutenants, fifty military enter- 
prisea. Death or conversicm was the only 
dioice offered to idolaters, and tribute or 
conversion to Jews and Christians. 

Jesus employed no other means of convert^ 
ing men to his religion, but persuasion, argu- 
ment/ exhortation, miracles, and prophecies. 
He made use of no other force but the forde' 
of 'tmth ; no other sword but the sword of the 

£ 2 Spirilii 
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%irit, that is> the. word of God. He had oar 
qxms, no legions to fight his cause. He was. 
the. prince of peace^ aud preached peace to. aU 
the world. Without power, without support^; 
without any followei;s but twelve poor. humble 
men, without one circumstance of attmctioii, 
influence, ori compulsion, he. triumphed; oyer. 
tUe. prejudices, tJiQ learnijig, the religion ot. 
his co.imtry; ovQr the ancient rites, idolatry,, 
j^nd superstition, over th6 philosophy, wi&dom^: 
aijid. authority of the whole.Roman empire. . 

'The great object of Mahomet w^s^to jaake 
bis, followei^s soldiers, and to inspire them with 
a passion for violence, bloodshed, vengesmce, 
and persecution. He was continually exhort- 
igg them, to fight for the religion of God ; and, 
to encourage them to do so, he promised them 
the highest honours, and the richest/ re-r. 
wards, in paradise. " They who have suffered 
ipr ii}y saJke, and have been slai^ in battlej^ 

■ I ■ verily 
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-viferiiy I willexpiate their feyil deeds from them, 

.'Gaid'Ii¥ill8urdy bring them intoagarden^vm- 

<tered by« rivers, a reward from God/ and tyiiQi 

God is' most excellent reward "f^,*^^ 'IMs>dttty 

• of wanring agdnst infidels is frek][uently ihcd- 

;>ekted.i]l«the Koran, and highly magnified by 

the Mahomedan divines/ who call thei sword 

theloeff jof hece&Bn emd hell; and persuade^ their 

. peojde that the least drop of blood spilt in the 

rway/of God, as it is called, is most acceptable 

vantpihim; and that the defending the teiti- 

: tones of the Moslems for <^ one • night, is- of 

'.more avail thioni a fiist'of^two months i^. It is 

r -easy to see to .what tt degree of -fierceness this 

mAst raise all the fiirious: vindictive: passions 

of the soul, and what a horde of savages and 

-barbarians it must let loose upon mankind. 

. Th£ directions of Christ to his disciples 

were 
. * Koran, ch. 3, p. 91; andic. 9. p. 243«' . 

f Sale's PreUm.. Diss. s. n..,p..i89. .^ 



1 



76 QuOe Trtah wvd IXnm Origin 

iNstft of ii difiereikt tempen He pdmliVely fiv- 
bude them the iiM of aaj violeiioe whAtfemer, 
The Aword that waft drawn by one of thm ki 
hid defence he ordered to be ahiathed : ^ Pat 
up th J aword Witfaia the sheath ; they ilnt ase 
the sword shall perish by^ die Bwoi*d K^ He 
would i!iot consent to bring down £te. from 
Heaveia on the Samaritans^ who had rdKisdd 
to receiye him : ^ The Son of man,'' he told 
them, '' came not to destroy menf a Kyes, bat 
to save them. Peace I letve with you ; my 
peace I ^re unto you. Do violence to no asm ; 
resist not evil* Be ye merciful, ermi as yoar 
Father in Heaven is meraful. Blessed aye 
the merciiul, for they shali detain mercy t^^ 



99 



Thx consequence #as, tiiat the first fol- 
lowers of Mahomet were men of cruelty and 

violence, 

• Matth. xxvi. 52 ; John, xviiL 11. 
f Lukie> ix. 56; John, Xir. a^; Lttke/iii. 14; 
Matth. V. 39; Luke, Vi. 36; Mattfi.V.7. • 
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▼iol^nce, ttving by rapme, murder^ and plunder. 
The int foBowers of Jettua were ttieil- of m^ek, 
quiet^ inoffen^Te, peaceable, mannerty and in 
th^ir morale iirfe^oacliaUe and exemidarjr. 

If now^ after comparing together th^ anthoihi 
of the two religions we have been consadering, 
wt take a skiOft view of the sacred bocdui of 
those x^liigiens, the Koran and the Gospd^ we 
elnJl find a difference no less striking between 
them; no less strongly marking the ttvth.of 
tiie^ one and the ftdsehood of the o&er. 

Tas Koran is highly i^plauded, both by 
Mahomet himself and his followers^ for the 
exquisite beauty, purity, and elegance 6f the 
language, winch they represent as a standing 
mirade, ^greater than even that of raising thef 
dead. But admittmg its excellence (which yet 
has been questioned by several learned men) 
if beauty of style and composition is to be 

£ 4 considered 
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considered as a proof of divine insjpirationy the^ 
writings of Plato and, Xenophon^ of Cicero aiid 
Ceesar, and a multitude of otker inimitable 
writers in various languages, wi]I.}ia!ve as jusi 
a claim to a miraculous origin as the Koran^ 
But in truthy these graces of diction,, so far 
from being a circumstance &vourable to the 
Koran, create a strong suspicion of its being 
a human fabrication, calculated to charm and 
captivate men by the arts of rhetcuric and. the 
fascination of words, and thus draw, off their 
attention from the futility of its matter, and the 
weakness of its pretensions. These are the^ 
artifices of fraud and falsehood. The Gospel 
wants them not It disdains the aid of huofcaa 
eloquence, and depends solely on the force of 
truth and the power of God for its success. 
'^ I came not (as St. Paul sublimely expresses 
himself) with excellency of speech, nor . with 
the enticing words of man's wisdom,, but in 
demonstradpu of the Spirit and of power^ that 

your 
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'yotLT faith miglit: not cstaiid- in' tbe wisdom of 
t men, ' but in' the^pbwer- of God.*?' . / 

t 3BfuT, wli8rt;ever:mky ; be the^purity of ,the ian^ 
guage,- die matter and substance of. the: Koran 
cannot bear a moment's comparison with that 
of the Grospel. The narrative . is duD, heavy, 
. tiiOnotonous;: uninteresting ; loaded with end- 
less repetitions^ with senseless and preposterous 
fables, with trivia], disgusting, and r. even im- 
ttt^ral precepts* Add to this, tiiat it'has very 
little * novelty or '■ originatitjr to^ recommend it, 
the most material parts of it being borrowed 
4Vom' the Scriptures of the Old Testament or the 
•New; and even these are i90 disguised and 
^^foiined by passing through the hands of^the 
knpostor (who vitiatei^and^debases every thing 
he touches) that you can hardly • know- tbem 
to be the ' same -incidents - or triansactions' thvtt 
you read with so much delight in the BHdcu 

* 1 Cor. iL 1, 4. 
f . * 6 . The 
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The Oo8{>eI) oil the contrary^ ia evdry wkkete 
concise, simple, origitml, animateid^ intete9ting, 
dignified; its precepts important^ its morality 
^perfect, its sentiments sublime, its Viewt utMe 
and eomprefaensiye, its sanctions awfnl ! 

In the Koran, Mahomet is petpeCaally 
boasting of his own merits and adueveasai^nta, 
aaid the supreme excdilenoe of bis bo^. In 
the Gospel, no encomiums are bbstowed by 
iAie ETangehsts, either xm themsdves x>t %dr 
writings. Even Ihe rirtues «f tbeir ditin^ 
Master are not distinctly specified, or brou^ift 
forward mto a tioaspicuous point of view. ^ 
is from his actions only, tod his discoufses, 
not irom the observatioiis oi his historians, 
th$it we can collect the various transo^^ftdenl; 
'es.eeHeocitfs frf hk$ Qharacter. Here w^ plid^ly 
eee the sober modesty of timth opposed t/9 the 
ostenttfttous vaibity <tf iiii|^>9tujre.< 



In 
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In ^tm description of fmture rewnrds and 
pamshnieatS) the Koran is minute^ circum* 
stantial^ uid extraragant, bo& in painting 
the horrors of tiie one and the delights of the 
other. It describes things which cannot, and 
ought not to be described, and enters into 
details too horrible, or too licentious, to be 
presented to the human mind. 

In the Gospel, the pains and the pleasuresr 
of a iiiture life are represented concisely, in 
strong, but geiieral and indefinite terms, snf- 
ftcient to give ihem a powerful, but not an 
orerwhehning ii^uence over the mind. 

Thebe is still anotiier, and a very material 
mark of discrimination between the Koran> 
and the Gospel. Mahomet shows throughout 
tte utmost anxiety to guard against objec-» 
tions, to account for his working no muracles, ' 
and to defend his conduct, in sereral instancesy 

£ 6 against 
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against the charges which he suapects may 
be brought against him« Tins is always the 
case with impcysture. It is always susj^icious, 
afraid of being detected, alire to every appear- 
ance of hostility, solicitous to anticipate, and 
eager to repel the accusations of enemies. 

Truth has no occasion for sueh precan-^ 
tions, and therefore never uses them. We see 
nothing of this sort in the Gospel. The sacred 
historians show not the smallest solicitude^ 
nor take the least pains to obviate cavils or 
remove di£Eiculties. They relate, plainly and 
simply what they know to be true. ' They 
entertain no doubt of it themselves, and seem 
to have no suspicion that any one else: can 
doubt it; they therefore leave the factas to 

I 

speak for themselves, and send them unpro- 
tected into the world, to make their way (as 
they have done) by their own native force 
and inconlrov^ertifole' truth. 
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Such are the leading features of Mahomet 
and his religion on the one hand, and of Christ 
and his religion on the other ; and* herer was 
there a stronger or more striking contrast seen 
than in this instance* They are, in short, in 
every essential article, the direct opposites of 
each other. And as it is on all hands ac- 
knowledged that Mahomet was an impostor, 
it is fair to conclude that Christ, who was- the 
very reverse of Mahomet, was the reverse of 
an impostor, that is, a real messenger from 
heaven. In Mahomet we see every distinctive 
'mark of fraud: in Jesus, not one of these is 
to be found ; but, on the contrary, every pos- 
sible indication and character of truth. 
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P R O P O S I T I O N IX. 

The predictions delivbrei) by the 
ancient l^rophets, and fulfilled ik 

OUR SAVIOUR, SHOW THAT HE WAS THll 
MESSIAH EXPECTED BY THE JEWS, 
AND THAT HE' CAME INTO THE WORLD 
BY DIVINE APPOINTMENT, TO BE 'THB 
GREAT DELIVERER AND REDEEMER Q9 
MANKIND. 



THE word Messiah signifies anointed; 
that Is, a person appointed td some high 
station, dignity, or office; because originally 
among the eastern mitions men so appointed 
{particularly kings, priests, and prophets) were 
anointed with oil. Hence the word Messiah 
means the person pre-ordained and appointed 
by God to be the great Deliverer of the 
Jewish nation, and the Redeemer of all man- 
kind. The word Christ means the same 

thing. 

Now 



Now it was foretold i^nceming the Me»- 
fiiahy that he should oome before the sceptns 
departed from Judah^ tiiat is, before the Jewish 
go vemmeiit was destroyed * ; and accordingly 
Christ appeared a short time before the pmod 
when die Jewish government was totatiy oveiv 
thrown by the Romans. 

It was foretold, that he should <:ome before 
the destruction of >the second teoa|4ie. ^^ The 
^^ desire of all nations shall come, and I will 
^ fill this house wtth, glory, saith die Lord of 
'' Hosts ; the glory of this latter house shall 
" be greater than of the former f ." Accord- 
ingly Ohrist appeared some time before the 
destruction of the city and die temple of Jeru" 
salem by the Romans. 

It was foretold by the prophet Danid, thai; 
he should come ajt the end of 490 years after 

the 
*.Qm, xliac^ i<K f Hftggai, ii^7>i9. 
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the.rebmlding' of JerusUemi which had been 
iaid waste during the captivity of the Jfews in 
Babylon/ and that he should be cut off ; and 
that afterwards the city and sanctuary of 
Jerusalem should be destroyed and made de^ 
solate *. And accdrdingly^ at what tim^ soever 
the beginning of the 490 years can> according 
to any fair interpretation of the words, be fixed, 
die end of them will fall' about the time of 

« 

Christ's, appearing : and it is well known how 
entirely the city and sanctuary were destroyed 
by the Romans some years after he was cut off 

and crucified. 

» 

It was foretold, that he should perform many 
great and beneficial miracles; that the eyes of 
the bhnd should be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; that the lame man should 
leap as > a hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
singt; and this we. know was literally. ftilfilled 

in 
* Dan. ix, 9& t Jsid^b, xxxt. 5. 
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in the miracles of Christ"; the* blind receiyed 
their sight, the lame walked, the deaf heitrd. 

It was foretold, that he should die a violent 
death ; that he would be wounded* for our 
transgressions, and bruised for our iniquities ; 
that the chastisement of our peace should be 
upon him': and that with his stripes we should 
be healed ; that God would lay on him the 
iniquity of us all*. All which was exactly 
accomplished in the sufferings of Christ, "who 
died for our sins, the just for the unjust, that 
he might' bring us to Godf.'^ 

It was foretold, that to him should the ga- 
thering of the people be ; and that God would 
give him the heathen for his inheritance, ahd 
the utmost parts of the earth for his posses- 
sion J, which was punctually fulfilled by the 

wonderful 

* Isaiah, liii. throughout ; and Dan. ix. 26, 
t 1 Pet. iii. 18. t PsaUn ii. 8, 
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wonderful success of the Gospel^ «nd its taw- 
versal propagation throughout the world. 

Lastly ; many minuter circumstaaoes were 
told of the great Deliverer, or Redeem^ r^ Uiat 
was to come. 

That he should be born of a virgin ; that 
lie should be of the tribe of Judah and the seed 
of David ; that he should be bom in the town 
of fiethldiem ; that he should ride upon an asi^ 
in humble triumph into the city of Jerusalem^ 
that he should be a man of sorrows, and ao^ 
quainted with grief; that he should be sold 
for thirty pieces of silver ; that he should be 
scourged, buffeted, and spit upon; that he 
should be nimibered with the transgressors 
(that is, should be crucified, as he was, between 
two thieves); tliat he should have gall and 
vinegar given him to drink ; that they who saw 
him crucified should mock at him, and at his 
trusting in God to deliver him ; that the soldiers 

should 



Bhould cast lots for his mnxxet&Bi that be 
should make his grwve mth the rich ; and that 
he shoidd rise again without seeing corrup- 
tion 'i^. All these circumstances^ it is well 
known, were foretold, and, to the greatest pos- 
sible exactness, fulfilled in the person of Christ. 
. What now shall we say to thesethmgs? Here 
are upwards of twenty different particulars, 
many of them of a very extraordinary nature, 
which it was fbretold,70oyears before our Savi- 
our was bom, would all m6et.in him, and which 
did all actually meet in his person. Is not this a 
most extraordinary consideration? There afe 
but three possible suppositions that can be n^ade 
concerning it : either that this was a mere fortui- 
tous coincidence, arising entirely from chance 
and accident, or that these prophedies were 
written after the events had taken place ; or 

lastly, 

* Isaiah, vii. 14; Micah, v.; Zech. ix. 9; 
laaiah, liii. 3; Zech^xi. 12; Isaiah, 1.6; Isaiah, 
liii. 12 ; Psalm Ixix. 22 ; Psalm xxiv. 7. 18 : 
Isaiah, liii. 9; Psalm xvi. 10. 
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lastly, that they were real predictions/delivered 
many years before these events came i to pass, 
and all fulfilled in Christ. That any one should 
by chance hit upon so many things, which. should 
all prove true, and prove true concerning « one 
and the same person, though several of them 
were of siich anature as were unlikely to happen 
singly, and by far the greatest part of which had 
never before happened singly to etr^ person what- 
ever; this, I soy, exceeds all bounds of credibi- 
lity, and all power of conjecture or calculation. 
That these prophecies were not written or 
delivered after the things predicted had' hap- 
pened is most certain ; because they are found 
in books which existed long before those 
events came to pass, that is, in the books of the 
Old Testament; and the Jews themselves, the 
mortal enemies of Christ and his religion, ac- 
knowledge that these prophecies were in those 
books, exactly as we now see them, many hun- 
dred years before Christ came into the world. 

Thb 
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The ^books themselves were in their own 
keeping, in the keeping of our adversaries, 
who would.' undoubtedly take effectual care 
that nothing favourable to Christ should be 
. fraudule.ntly' inserted into them.- TJie. JeWs 
were our, librarian^. The prophecies were in. 
their custody, audi are rea^ in, alL their cppiesof 
therOld Testament as well as in ours.. They 
have n\ade^ many, attempts/ tO; . eooplain: .fhem. 
away, but none to question their authenticity. 

' It remains then that these are all real pre- 
dictions, all centering in our Saviour, and in 
him only, and delivered many centuries before 
he. was born. As no one .but God has.the fore- 
l^nowledge of events, ijb is from him these pro« 
phecies; must h?tve proceeded ; and they show, 
of course, that Christ was the- person whi>m be 
ha,d for a great length, of, time predetermined 
tp; send into the wprld^to^Jbethe gnB.^t i Deli- 
verer, Redeemer, and Savioinr of maflikiad. 
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PROPOSITION X. 

The prophecies deliyeued by our 
saviour himsislf^ prove that he wa9 
endukd with the foreknowledge .op 
future events ; which belongs only 
to god anp to tho^se inspired by him. 



HE did very particularly^ and at several 
different times, foretel his own death, and th^* 
circumstances of it ; that the chief priests and 
scribes should condemn him to death, and de- 
liver him to the Gentiles, that is, to Pilate and 
the Roman soldiers, to mock, and scourge, 
and cmx^ify him ; that he should be betrayed 
into their hands; that Judas Iscariot was the 
person who shoukl betray him ; that all his 
disciples wodd forsake him and flee ; and that 

Peter 
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Peter iv^ould particularly thrice deny kim in 
one night. He foretold further, that he would 
rise again the third day ; that, after his ascen- 
sion, he would send down the Holy Ghost on 
his apostles, which would enable them -to work 
many miracles. He foretold, likewise, many 
particulars concerQing the future success of 
the Gospel, and what should happen to several 
of his disciples ; he foretold what oppoeition 
and persecution they should meet with in 
their preaching; he foretold what particular 
kind of death Peter should die, and intimated 
that St. John should lire (as he did) till after 
the destruction of Jerusalem; he foretold, that, 
notwithstanding all opposition and persecu- 
tion, the Gospel should yet have such success 
as to spread itself over the world ; and, lastly, 
he foretold the destruction of Jerusalem, with 
such very particular and minute circum- 
stances, in the 24th chapter of St. Matthew, 

the 
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the 13th of St. Mark^ and the 21st of St. Luke, 
that no one who reads the description of that 
event, in the histoidans of those, timesy can 
have the smallest doubt of our Saviour's divine 
foreknowledge. We have a most authentic, 
e^^act, and circumstantial account of the siege 
and destruction of that city by the, Romans, 
written by Josephus, a Jewish and contem- 
porary historian;. and the description he has 
given of this terrible calamity so perfectly 
corresponds with our Saviour's prophecy, that 
one would have thought, had we not knpwu 
the contrary, that it had been written by a 
Christian, on purpose to illustrate that pre- 
diction. 

This power of foretelling future events is a 
plain proof that Christ ciame from God, and 
was endued with this power from above. 
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PROPOSITION XI. 

The miraclbs pbrformed by oom 

I«ORdy DEMONSTRATE HIM TO . ^ATE POS- 
SESSED DIVINE POWER. ■ ' 



ALTHOUGH the preceding Propositions 
c6ntain very oonTincing prooft of the divine 
mission of Christ, end th(i divine authority of 
his Religion, yet, undoubtedly, the strongest 
eyidence of this arises from the wonderful and 
weU-attested miraeles which he wrought from 
the beginning to the end of his ministry. He 
cured the most inveterate diseases ; he made 
the lame to walk; he opened the eyes of the 
blind and the ears of the deaf ; he cast out 
devils; he walked upon the sea; he fed five 
thousand persons* with a few small loaves -and 
fishes,} and even raised the dead to Ufe again-. 

F These 
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These miracles were all wrought in open day, 
in sight of multitudes of witnesses, who could 
not be in^posed upon itt things >|vl|ich they 
saw plainly with their own eyes, who had an 
opportumty of serutinizing r^ra m mii^ ; as 
they, pleased, and : who did itotuaUy scn^ydnize 
thetn with a most critical e^actjiass, as appears 
from the very remarkable instance of the 
blind man restor^ to -sight by Qur l4>td in 
the ninth chapter of St. JohA; a tranaiiQtiac^ 
which I recommend very earnestly to j^.^itt^ 
tention of my resuler^.. 



-ii . 



It is true, that miracles being . very unuraait 
and extraordinary fa9l8, th^y require yery 
< strong evidence to .support them;, much 
stronger, it must be owned, than CQuinaoii 
events, that are recorded in history : and ac« 
cordingly the miracles of Christ have this Veiy 
strong and extraordinary evidence to sfippoft 
tbem^ evidence such as in^^t to be eqiuiMecf 

in 
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in any other instaoce, and suoh as is fiilly 
lompetent to prove the reality of the greatest 
* ' that ever was performed. 



Besidks a muUitttde of other persons, who 
were eye*witnesses to these miracles^ and 
miio were actually convinced and converted 
by ibem, there were twelve persons called 
Apostles; plain, honest, unprejudiced men; 
whom our Saviour chose to be his constant 
ccMnpanions and friends, who were almost 
always about his person, accompanied him in 
bis travels, heard all his discourses, saw all his 
nuracles, and attended him through all the 
diffierent scenes of his life, death, andTesurree- 
tion, till the time of his ascension into Heaven. 
Tliese persons were perfectly capaUe of judg- 
ing whether the works which they saw Jesus . 
perform were real miracles or not; they .could 
tell whether a person whom they had known 
to be blind all his life was suddenly restored 

F « to 
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to. sight by our Saviour's only speaking a 
word or touching his eyes; they could; tell 
whether he did actually, in open dky-ftight, 
walk upon the sea without sinking, and without 
any visible support; whether aperson^CJalled 
Lazarus, whom they were well . acquainted 
with, and whom they knew to hare been four 
days dead and buried, was raised to life vgain 
merely by Christ saying, Lazarus, arise. ;' 

r ■ 

In these, and other facts of this softy, t^ey* 
could not possibly be deceived. Now cthese, 
and many other miracles, equally astonishingi 
they affirm that they themselves actually. saw: 
performed by our Saviour. .In consequenjDe^ 
of this, from being Jews, and of course, strongly 
prejudiced against Christ and his outward ap* 
pearance, which was the very reverse, of .every 
thing jthey expected in their Me^siab^. .they 
became his disciples ; and on account of th^/ 
conversion,' and more particularly oa aj^oopni! 

i • ' of 
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of their assettingthe truth of his miracles 'and 
fais resurrection,- they endured for: a, long cour9e 
of years the severest Mabours; hardships, suf-^ 
ferings^ ■ and . persecution, that human ^ nature 
could be exposed to, and at last submitted to 
the most cruel and excruciating deaths ; all 
which f they might veasUy have' avoided;, if 
they/wbuld only havsesaid that Christ was nof 
the ^OQ of Ood, 4hat he never worked any 
miracleB, and never , rose from the dead. Yet 
this ' they refused ; to say^ and were coiitent to 
die:rather than sayif*^. ; . .. r - 

Is not this giving the strongest proof of 

4heir sincerity, and of the reality of Christ's 

flsiracles, .that^ human nature and human tes-r 

ttmony are capable oi giving? The concurrent 

and 

* No man ever laid down his life for the honour 

of Jupiter, Neptune, or Apollo; but how many 

thousands have sealed their Christiair testimony 

•with iheir blood. Beattiey v. ii. 

F3 
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and uncontradicted testimonj of twehre iuch 
witnesses h, according to all the ralea d evi- 
dence^ sufficient to estabUth the truth of any 
one fact ia the world, howerer eztraprdinairy; 
however miraculous. 

If there had been any powerful temptation 
thrown in the way of these men; if thqr Ind 
been bribed, like the followers of Mtthomet, , 
with sensual indulgences, or, like Judas Isoa^ 
riot with a sum of money, one should not 
have been much surprised at their perstating, 
fbr a time at least, in a premeditated fiedse- 
hood. , But when we know that instead of 
any of these allurements being held out to 
them, their Master always foretold to. them, 
and they themselves soon found, by ezpMenence, 
that they could gain nothing, and must lose 
every thing in this world, by embracmg Chris- 
tianity ; it is utterly impossible , to account for 
their embracing it on any ;Other ground than 

their 
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fheir conTictibn of its truth iToi|p . the xniiadieA 
which they sak. ■ . JA\ fac^ must they not hay« 
been abdol'titcfy mad to haVe incarr^ volun^ 
tarily so much ^seiy^ and sutoh .cettam de-t 
.struction^ for affinning things tb be trae.'wfaioh 
they kne^ to be &lae ; more especially as their 

• 

•own religion taught them^ that they would be 
punished most severely in anothel? world^ as 
well as in this, for so wicked a fraud? Is it 
usuell for men tiius > to sport with their own 
liaf-pinea,, «adf their very Uves, and to bring 
upon themiselvesy with their eyes bjpen, ;siich 
dreadful eviU, without ai^ reason in thew^urld^ 
and without the least possible benefit, advan- 
tage, credit, or pleasure, resulting ; from ^1 
Where have you ever heard of any instance 
, of this sort t'l^ciuldafiy twelve men you ever 
knew, especially men of , credit : ajn4 ^haitu^ter, 
take it into 'their headis tb assert that a ceirtain 
persoti in the' neighbofirKSbd raised a dead 
man to life, when they knew that no such thi^g 

F 4 had 
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bad ever happened; and that they would ally 
with one consent^ «uffer themselves to^be pitt 
to ' deaths rather than confess that tiiiey had 
told a he? Such a thing never happened 
since the world began. It is contrary^ to all 
experience 9tXid all credibility^ and would be, id 
itself, a greater miracle than any of those that 
are recorded in the Oospel. 

It is certain then (as certain as any thing 
can be that depends on human testimony) that 
real miracles were wrought by Christ ^ and as 
no miracles can be wrought but by thepow&r 
of Ood, it is equally certain that Christ and his 
religion drew flieir origin frbm God *. 

* On die clear and evident marks of discrimi- 
nation between the real miracles of the Gospel and 
the pretended miracles of Paganism and of Popery, 
see Bishop Douglas's Criterion ; and Dr. Paley^s 
most masterly observations, in his View of the 
Evidences of Christianity, prop. l. ch. ii. b. i, 

p. 329- 
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PROPOSITION XII. 

The RBsuBBEcnON of ov^ lobd from 

THfe DEAD, IS A FACT FULLY PBOV Eli BY 
THE CLEAREST EVIDENCE, ^ANB 18 THE 
SEAL AND CONFIRMATION OF HIS DIVINITY, 
AND OF THE TRUTH OF HIS RELIGION. 



THE Resurrection of Christ being one of 
those mitades which Rre recorded in the 
Gospel, the truth of it is, in fact, already 
proved by what has been advanced respecting 
those miracles in the preceding article. But 
it is an event so singular in its nature, and so 
infinitely important in its consequences, that 
it well deserves to be made the subject of a 
distinct Proposition. 

After our Saviour's crucifixion, Joseph of 
Arimathea, we mre told, laid the body in his 
own new tomb, hewn out of a rock, and 

F 6 rolled 
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rolled a great stone to the door of the sepul- 
chre. In order to secure themselves against 
any fraud, the Jews desired the Roma^'^o- 
vemor, Pilate, to grant them a band of soldiers 
to guard the sepulchre, lest, as they said, the 
disciples should come by night and steal the 
corpse away. Pilate's answer was in these 
words, " Ye have a watch, go your way, 
make it as sure as you can : so they went imd 
made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, 
and setting a watch *" The Evangelist then 
proceeds to relate the great event of the resur- 
rection, with that ingenuous and natural sim- 
plicity, which characterizes the sacred his- 
torians, and which carries upon the face of it 
every matk of sincerity and truth. . . 



i( 



In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to 

dawa towards the first day of the week,, cimie 

Mary Magdalen, and the other Mary, to see 

the sepidchre. And behold, there was a great 

earth« 
♦ Matth. xxvii. 6s, 66. 
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^arthquftke: for the Angel of the Lord de* 
scended ttoxn. heayexiy and rolled back th^ 
stone firbm the . door, ^and sate, i)pon it. His 
coontenance was like lightning/ and his xai* 
xnent wUte as wa|ow. And for fear of him. the 
keepers did sfaakey and became isus dead men. 
And the Angei of the Lord answered and said 
unto the womto. Fear not ye : ^or I know that 
ye seek Jesus, that was crucified. He is not 
here : for he is risen from the dead : and be- 
hold, he goeth before you into Galilee ; there 
ye shall see him : Lo, I have told you. And 
as they went to tell his disciples, behold^fesus 
met them, saying,. All hail. And they came 
and held him by the feet, and worshipped him. 
Then said Jesus unto them. Be not afiraid ; go 
tell my brethren, that they go into Galilee, 
and there- shall they see me. Now, when 
they were going, behold, some of the watch 
came into the city, and shewed unto the chief 
priests, all that was done. And when they were 

F^6 ' assembled 
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assembled with the elders, and had taken couQ' 
sely they gaye large money unto the soldiera, 
saying/ Say ye, his disciples came by night, and 
^tole him away while we slept. And if this come 
to the goyernor's ear, we will persuade him, ao^ 
secure you. So they took the money, and did as 
they wiere taught: and this saying is commtonly 
reported among the Jews unto this day *." 

Such is the relation of this wonderful fact 
given by St. Matthew, which comprehends- not 
only his own account of it^ but that also which 
was circulated in opposition to it by the chief 
priests and rulers of the Jews. Here then we 
haye fairly before us. the two different re|>ie*- 
sentations of this event by the friends and by 
the enemies of Christ ; of which the- former 
asserts that it was a real resurrection, Ae other 
that it was a fraud ; and between these, two we 
must form our opinions; for no tliird stOry h&s* 

been set up, that we know of, by any oae^^ 

/- One 

* MattQ. xxviii. 1—15. 
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Onb thing is agreed on by both sides^ viz. 
that the body was not to be found in the se- 
pulchre. It was gone ; and the question is, by 
what means ? The soldiers gave out/ that the 
disciples ** came by night, while they slept, and 
stole it away." But it is not very easy to un- 
derstand how the soldiers could depose to any 
thing that passed while thciy Wjsre fast asleep ; 
they could not possibly tell in what manner the 
body was stolen away, or by whom. Nor, con- 
sidering the extreme severity of the Roman 
military dis<^pUne, is it credible, that if they 
had been asleep they would have confessed it. 
For it was certain death to a Roman soldier 
to be found sleeping upon guard. Nothing 
could have prevailed upon them .to make such 
a declaration as that, but a previous promise of 
impunity and reward from the Jewish rulers; 
a plain proof that they had been tampered with, 
and that it was a concerted story. 

In 
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. In the next place, supposing the story true, 
of what use could the dead body be to the 
disciples? It could not prove to them^ or to 
others, that their Master was risen from the 
dead; on the contrary, it must have been a 
standing and a visible proof of the contrary. 
It must convince them, that he, instead of 
being the deliverer they expected, was an im- 
postor, and they most cruelly deceived. And 
why they should chuse to keep in their pos^ 
session, and to have continually before their 
eyes, a lifeless corpse, which completely blasted 
all their hopes, and continually Reminded them 
of their bitter disappointment, is somewhat 
difficult to be imagined. 

The tale then, told by the soldiers, is, upon 
the very face of it, a gross and clumsy forgery. 
The consequence is, that the account given by 
St. Matthew is the true one. For if the body 

was 
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was ftctaatly gone (an acknowledged point on 
all sides) and if it was not, as we have proy^y 
stolen away by the disciples^ there are but 
two possible suppositions remaining; either 
that it was taken away by the Jews and Ro- 
mans^ or that it was raised to life again by the 
power of God. If the former had been the case, 
it could only have been for the purpose of con- 
fronting and convicting the disciples of false- 
hood and fraud by the production of the dead 
body. But the dead body was not produced. 
It was therefore, as the Gospel affirms, raised 
from the grave, and restored to life. There is 
no other conceivable alternative left. 

And that this was actually the case, is proved 
by our Lord's appearing, after his resurrection, 
not only to the two women, who came first to 
the sepulchre, but to the two disciples going to 
Emmaus, and to the disciples asseinbled together 
at two different times, and to all the apoBtles, 

and 
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and to above 500 brethren at once. . And he not 
only appeared to them silently, but he talked and 
ate with them; he shewed them his hands and 
his feet ; he made them handle him ; he held 
several long conversations with them;.andy at 
last, ascended up into heaven in their sight. ^ 

« 

These were things of which the plainest 
and most ignorant men could judge. It was 
impossible for them to be deceived in an object 
with which they were well acquainted, and 
which presented itself to all their senses. 

But there is another most decisive proo^ 
arising from their own conduct, that they 
were perfectly convinced of the reality of our 
Lord's resurrection. 

It appears that the apostles were far from 
being men of natural courage and firmness of 
mind. When our Lord was apprehended, all 

his 
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hi9 disciples, we are told, forsook him, and fled. 
Petei: followed him afar off, and went into a 
hall in the palace of the high priest, where the 
servants warmed themselves, and being there 
charged with being a disciple of Jesus, he 
peremptorily denied it three times with vehe- 
mence and with oaths. It does not appear that 

* 

any of his disciples attended in the judgment- 
hall, to assist or suf^ort him; and when he 
was ci*ucified, the only persons that ventured 
to stand near bis cross, were his mother, and 
two or three other women, and. St. John. They 
all, in short, appeared dismayed and terrified 
with the fate of their Master, afraid to acknow- 
ledge the slightest connection with him, and 
utterly unable to face the dangers that seemed 
to menace them. But immediately after the 
resurrection of their Lord, a most astonishing 
change took place in their conduct. From 
being the most timid of men, they suddenly 
became courageous, undaunted and intrepid ; 
they boldly preached that very Jesus whom 

but 



114 On the Truth and Divine Origin 

but a short time before they had desetted ■ in 
his greatest distress; and althpugfa his cmci- 
fixion was fresh before their eyes, and they 
had reason to expect the same or a similar fete, 
yet they persisted in avowing thenisdves ISs 
iplisciples^ and told the Jews pnblidy, •* that 
Ood had made that samb Jesus whom they 
had crucified; both Lord and Christ*;'' and 
when they were brought before the rulers and 
elders to be examined respecting the lame man 
whom they had cured at the gate of the tiemple, 
** Be it known unto you all (said they) and to 
all the people of Israel, that by the name of * 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, 
and whom God raised from the dead, even by 
him does this man stand here before you all. 
This is the stoiie that was set at nought oT you 
builders, which is become the head stone of the 
comer. Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved f.** 

And 

♦ Acts ii. 36. t Acts iv. 10, 11, 12. 
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And when a second time they were brought 
before the council, and forbidden to teach in 
the name of Jesus, their answer was, "We 
ought to obey Ood rather than men. 'And 
when .they were agab reprimaoded, and 
threatened, and beaten, yet they ceased not 
in the temple, and in every house, to teach 
and to preach Jesus Christ; and with great 
power gave the apostles witness of the resur- 
rection of the Lord Jesus *." 

In what manner now shall We account for 
this sudden and most singular change in the 
disposition, and as it were in the very c^onsti- 
tution of the apostles ? If Christ had not risen 
from the grave, and his dead body was in the 
possession of his disciples, was this calculated 
to inspire them with affection for their leader, 
and with courage to preach a doctrine which 
they knew to be false ? Would it not, on the 
contrary, have increased their naturtxl^ timidity, 

depressed 
* Acts V. 29. 42 ; — and it. 33. 
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depressed their spirits, extinguished all, their 
zeal, and filled them with indignation and 
horror against a man who had so grossly 
deceived them, and robbed them, under false 
pretences, of every thing that was dear and 
valuable, to them in the world ? Most unques- 
tionably it would. Nor is it possible to ac- 
count, in any rational way, for the strange 
revolution which took place in their minds^ so 
soon after their Master's death, but by admit- 
ting,/ that they were, fully persuaded and 
satisfied that he rose alive from the grave. 

It ioaay be said, perhaps, that this persuasion 
was the effect, not of irresistible evidence, but 
of enthusiasm, which made them fancy that 
some visionary phantom, created solely by their 
own heated imagination, was the real body of 
their Lord restored to life. But nothing could 
be more distant from enthusiasm than the cha- 
racter and conduct of these men, and the cou- 
rage they manifested, which was perfectly calm, 
£ober, collected, and cool. But what completely 

■ 

repebi 
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repels this suspicion is, that their bitterest adver- 
saries never once accused them of enthusiasm, 
but charged them with a crime which was ut* 
terly inconsistent with it, fraud and theft ; with 
stealing away the body from the grave. And 
rf they did this, if that dead body was actually 
before their eyes, how was it possible for- any 
degree of enthusiasm short of madness (which 
was liever alleged against them) to mistake a 
dead body for a living man, whom they daw and 
touched, and conversed with? No such instance 
of enthusiasm ever occurred in the world. 

' The jesurrection of our Lord being thus 
established on the firmest grounds, it affords an 
unanswerable proof of the truth of our Saviour's 
pretensions, and, consequently; of the truth 
of tis religipn : for had he not been what he 
assumed' to be, the Son of God, it is impossible 
that God'shouM have raised him from thedead^ 
and th^eby givto bis sanction to ian impbstore. 
Bttt^as he did actually restore him to life, he * 
' • '• ' * •' "thereby 
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thereby set hut seal to the divinity which he 
claimedy and acknowledged him, in the most 
public and authoritative manner, to be '' his 

■ 

beloved Son, in whom he was well pleased *J* 
AjiD this evidence of our Lord's divine mis- 
sion is of the more importance, because o]ar Sa- 
viour himself appealed to it as the grand proof 
of his being sent from heaven to instruct and to 
redeem mankind. For when he cast the buyers 
and sellers out of the temple, and the Jews re- 
quired of him a sign, that is, a miraculous proof, 
that he had the authority of God far doing those 
things, his answer was, '' Destroy this temple, 
(meaning his body) and in three days I will raise 
it up. When therefore he was risen from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that be had said 
this unto them : and they believed the scripturp; 
and the word which Jesus had said f," and they 
themselves constantly referred to the resurrec- 
tion more than to any other evidence, as ibo 
great foundation on which their faith was built. 

Turn 

* Matth. iii. 17. t John U. igu 



of ike ChrUtian Rev^ldtion. : 119 

The reason for this, perhaps^ was, that this 
great event contained in itself, at once, the 
evidence both of miracle and of prophecy. . 
It was certainly one of the most stupendous 
manifestations of Divine power that could be 
presented to the observation of mankind; and 
it was, at the same time, the completion of two 
most remarkable prophecies ; that of our Sa- 
viour's above mentioned, and that well-known 
one of king David's, which St. Pietet expressly 
applies to the resurrection of Christ : " Thou 
wilt not leave my soul in hell ; neitlier wilt thou . 
sufier thy Holy One to see corruption*." 



* Psalm xvi. 10. Acts ii. sy.-^On this subject 
of Christ's resurrection I must again refer my youne 
readers to Dr. Paley, vol. ii: ch. ix. p. 209, and 
also to the conclusion of his work; the force of 
which it seems to be scarce possible for an unpre- 
judiced reader to withstand. 
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CONCLUSION. 



THESE are the principal Proofe of the 
Truth of the Christian Religion. Many others of 
a very satisfactory nature might be added, but 
the question may be safely rested on those 
that have here been stated. 

And when we collect them all together 
into one point of view; when we consider 
the deplorable ignorance and inconceivable 
depravity of the heathen world before the 
birth of Christ, which rendered a divine 
interposition essentially necessary, and there- 
fore highly probable ; the appearance of 
Christ upon earth, at the very time when 
his presence was most wanted, and when 
there was a general expectation through- 
out 



out tbei lEa^U ,^^t &QVfh^ great ao4 j^^traopr 
diafiry .per^^^ge W^» ^oon to come into t;l|©. 
wQd4 ^ tb^ tri<x^<?iBi^cleiat expellenc? of <?^r 
l^or^'i^ qhar»9ter, i^o mfinitely beyond th^^ of 
^veyy Qtb^ moraj. teacher ; the qabw^fir^^ tb^ 
cpdnppsurej, the dignity, the n^tegrity, : tbe 
spotless ssinctity of bis maimers^ sq utterly i^^* 
oonsifstept with svery idea of ei^tbuaii^^p^ qr 
impx^sturt^; tbp subtoty pin4 impovt^f e ^^ 
bis doctripfs; tbc^ consump^atie wi^ctpa.acul. 
perfect, pu^^y of bis iqapral prcipept^, ^r eji:- 
ceecjing tb^ i^ptt^fal powers of a a^aa born bi 
tbe b^onbtest sit^ationi and i^ a remote ^iv4 
obficure corner of the wor^^ witbput leaxniog^ 
education, lauguages, or bqpl^s; tbe rapid and 
astpnisbiug propagation of bis religion^ in ^ 
very short spaqe of tiipa, through ab^ost 
every region of jtbe ?ast, by the sole efforts of 
himself au4 t| few illiterate fisbenaen,: in direct 
oppoaition J^ ^) the power^ the au^priiy, 

O the 
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the learning, the philosophy, the reigning 
vices, prejudices, and superstitions of the 
world ; the complete and marked oppositiony 
in every essential point, between the character 
and religion of Christ, and the character and 
religion of Mahomet, exactly such as might 
be expected between truth and falsehood;^ 
the minute description of all the most material' 
circumstances of his birth, life, sufferings, 
death, and resurrection, given by the ancient 
prophets many hundred years before he was- 
bom, and exactly fulfilled in him, and him^ 
only, pointing him out as the Messiah of the 
Jews and the Redeemer of mankind; the 
various prophecies delivered by Christ himself, 
which were all punctually accomplished, more 
especially the destruction of Jerusalem by 
the Romans; the many astonishing miracles 
wrought by Jesus, in the open face of day, 
before thousands of spectators, the reality of 

which 
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Which is proved by multitudes of the most 
unexceptionable witnlesses, who sealed their 
testimony with their bloody and was even 
acknowledged by the earliest and most inve<- 
terate enemies of the Gospel ; and lastly, that 
most astonishing and well-authenticated mi'- 
racle of our Lord's Resurrection, which was 
the seal and confirmation of his own Divine 
Origin, and that of his Religion : when all 
these various evidences are brought together, 
and Impartially weighed, it seems hardly 
within Ihe power of a fair and ingenuous mind 
to resist the impression of their united force« 
If such a combination of evidence as this is 
not sufficient to satisfy an honest inquirer into 
truth, it is utterly impossible that any event, 
which passed in former times, and which we 
did not see with our own eyes, can ever be 
proved to have happened, by any degree 
of testimony whatever. It may safely be 

affirmed, 
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affirmed, that no instance can be produced of 
aiiy one fact or event, said to have taken plaice 
in past ages, and established by such evidence 
as that on which the Christian Revelation restSj 
that afterwards turned out to be false. We 
challenge the enemies of our faith to bring 
forward, if they can, any such instance. If 
they cannot (and we know it to be impossible) 
we have a right to say, that a religion, (iup* 
ported by such an extraordinary accumul^^tion 
of evidence, must be true; and that all men, 
who pretend to be guided by argument and by 
proof, are bound,, by the most sacred obliga^ 
tions, to receive the Religion of CnfiiisT as a 
real revelation from God. 



FINIS. 
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